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sentenced to 
ten days in 
jail for protest 


Rev. Al Sharpton is led away by State Police for obstructing traffic on the 


Atlantic City Expressway on July 3. 
By John Curran 


ATLANTIC CITY (AP) — 


photo by William Frazier 


The Rev. Al Sharpton was sentenced to 


10 days in jail last Wednesday for obstructing traffice during a racial 
profiling protest last summer on the Atlantic City Expressway. 
‘he 45-year-old civil rights leader, who remained free pending a 


to-be scheduled 


surrender, vowed to use his incarceration to bring 


more attention to the practice of profiling. 

He welcomed the attention he expects will come from the jail 
term, saying he plans~to- invite’ the Rev. Jesse Jackson, Martin 
Luther King IHIand NAACP president Kweisi Mfume to visit him in 


the Atlantic City jail. 


But he called his prosecution an extension of racial profiling, say- 


ause he 


Atlantic City has seen protests by Miss 


America Pageant opponents, labor unions and others, but none have 


ever been jailed for it, he said. 


He was convicted Nov. 4 of two counts of obstructing traffic dur- 
ing the July 3 sit-in, which backed up traffic entering this casino 
mecca for miles on one of the busiest weekends of the year. 


ut 21 


people participated in the protest over the New Jersey 


State Police’s practice of stopping motorist based on their race. 
Sharpton and 75 others were arrested and released that day. 
Sharpton, of Brooklyn, NY, was joined in Municipal Court by 45 
supporters who arrived on a chartered bus. 
Many wore buttons picturing Amadou Diallo, the unarmed New 
York man who was shot to death by police in the vestibule of his 


home as he reached for his wallet. 


Holloway considers 
mayoral post in Jersey City 


By Gloria Dulan-Wilson 
Staff Writer 


City Councilwoman Melissa 
Holloway revealed recently that 
she’s considering running for 
mayor of Jersey City. 

“Tm presently looking at the 
possibility. I’m putting my name 
out there and seeing what kind of 
support I have in the community. 
Tm getting feed back and starting 
the process of seeing how much 
money I can raise,” said Holloway. 

She has garnered the support 
of Manhattan Borough President, 
C. Virginia Fields, in terms of 
fundraising. 

The interesting part will be if 
she can galvanize the support 
needed from the black community 
to make a real showing. 

Holloway, who represents 
Ward F, the largest African 
American and Latin population, 
which predominantly covers the 
Greenville area of Jersey City. 
She has served on the City 
Council for six years. 

“T worked like a dog to get the 
Breen case into the courts, said 
Holloway, who brought action 
against Breen Capital for foreclos- 
ing on homeowner's tax liens — 
after setting up a payment plan, 
then demanding the balance in 
one lump sum. “The rest of the 
council did no support me on this, 
but then it’s not their constituen- 
cies that are affect 

ing to Holloway sup- 
porters, Jersey City Mayor's race, 
which will take place in 2001, is 
always a free for all. In this ane 
tion, you have to build the 
coalition you can. In Jersey City 


coalition 
building is a 
very delicate 


Cunningham 
ran for mayor 
of Jersey City, 


things Melissa Holloway 
would be t 
ing a turn aa "the better through- 
out the city 

However, a coalition between 
blacks and Latinos dissolved with 
the Latinos throwing their weight 
behind another candidate 
Whether Holloway will be able to 
succeed where Cunningham failed 
is question for serious considera- 
tion. 


In response, Holloway stated: 
“We try to get the best coalition 
and move forward, and hope that 
other coalitions don't try to pit 
people of color against each other. 
Even though my particular ward 
has a large concentration of 
African Americans, there are 
black people all over Jersey City, 
and I get support from them as 
well.” 

She continued: “I fight for the 
‘little’ people, and people know 
this. I sat on the planning board 
for the past six years, so I see 
what's going on all over the city 
and am able to interact with 

em. 


Se fate considers bill on no 


action in admissions for 
institution of higher educatior 
that receives any federal fund 
ing (Pell grants, loans, ete.) 
This would end affirmative 
action in every college and uni- 
versity in the United States. 
Rep. Frank Riggs (R-CA), 
Chairman of the House 
Education Subcommittee on 
Children, Youth, and Famili 
an anti- affirmative action in 
admissions amendment Act” 
voted on the floor next weekk. d 
The amendment would pi 


education from using affiry 
tive action in its admission dé 
sions. If even one student ati 
institution receives fed 
funds (i.e. a Pell Grant 
Student Loan), they woul 
violating federal law undei 
proposal i 

Affirmative action woul 
illegal even if the sé 
believes it is necessary 
ensure a diverse student b 
or to remedy past or ce 
discrimination 

Call members of Conkiies 
(202) 224-3121 and thi 
President (202) 456-1414. 


Hampton University 


deg) S pil urges Black 


Kelly Foster i 
Staff Writer | 


NEWARK — Assemblyman, 
William D. Payne (D-Newark), 
an advocate of quality education, 
has urged the New Jersey 
Department of Education to 
incorporate the history and con- 
tributions of African-Americans 
into mainstream curriculum in 
New Jersey schools. 

Payne has reintroduced a 
bill(A-249) that would establish 
a 21 member commission to 
coordinate and other programs 
on slavery African-American 
history in New Jersey schools, as 
a year round curriculum. 
Payne's legislation languished in 
the legislature last session. 

The commission is named 
Amistad Commission, in honor 
of a group of enslaved Africans 
who overthrew the slave ship 
Amistad, and later had their 
case argued successfully in the 
United States Supreme Court 
“Joseph Cinque (a slave)rose 
above the fear to lead the men 
aboard Amistad to freedom,” 
Payne said. “Youngsters ĉan 
learn from this courage and 
other stories of African- 
American courage that they too 
can rise above the fray to do any- 
thing they dream to achieve.” 

The goals of the commission 
are as follows:surveying, design- 
ing, encouraging and promoting 
implementation of educational 
and awareness programs in New 
Jersey concerned with African 
slave trade, slavery in America 
and the contributions of 
American-Americans in building 
our country 

developing workshops, insti 
seminars, and other 
r training activities to 
educate teachers on this subject 

coordination events to 
memorialize incidents associat- 
ed with the enslavement of 
Africans and their struggle and 
liberty 

studying the extent that 
African-American history is cur- 
rently being taught in New 
Jersey schools and work to cre- 
ate courses to study this matter 

acting as a liaison between 
the schools and members of the 
US Senate, House f 
Representatives and NJ State 
Senate and General Assembly to 
compile a roster of individuals 
willing to share their share their 
knowledge on this subject mat- 
ter with students. 

Payne explained the need for 


African-American history to be 
taught in schools. He said that 
segregated schools made sure 
Black history was taught, but in 
the north , the only history dis- 
uussed was slavery, and only 
briefly at that. 

“The depiction of slaves 
tayed on my mind, juxtaposed 
with pictures of the Union army. 
fou saw how armies fought, but 
they didn’t show Blacks fight- 
ing...In every war in this coun- 
try Blacks fought, but we're not 
ught that. I want to teach that 


[Students are flanked by Or. Leonard Jeffries and Assemblyman Payne, whose 
bill if passes would mainstream Black History in schoo! curriculums. 


Photo by Herb Glenn 


teach the Holocaust, you can cer- 
tainly teach African-American 
story.” 

Calling slavery a “unique 
evil,” Payne said, “Our kids need 
to know that we are somebody. I 
was taught about Charlemagne 
and Napoleon, but not that 
Hannibal was a Moor. It’s very 
Eurocentric.” 

The legislation would als 


NAACP reaches 
agreement with 
NJ State Police 
Superintendent 


By Ralph Siegel 


TRENTON (AP) — By initiat- 
ing changes to boost recruitment of 
minority troopers, State Police 
Superintendent Carson Dunbar 
evidently has rid the agency of one 
of its lingering legal problems 

Attorney General John 
Farmer and lawyers for the 
NAACP said Wednesday they 
have reached a deal to settle a law- 
suit filed by the NAACP in 1996 
charging that the State Police 
engaged in recruitment and 
screening practices that discour- 
aged minority applicants. 

unbar has overseen a 
stepped-up minority recruitment 
campaign with expanded staff, 
direct outreach to sources in 
minority communities, more 
spending on ads and billboards, 
and a stated determination to 
make sure a large segment of the 
initial applicants are black, Latino 
or female. 

The NAACP claimed the 
entrance exam and a proposal to 
require a college degree would 
pose barriers to minorities. A new 
exam was prepared to screen the 
current recruits, and the college 
requirement has been postponed 
for three years as the State Police 
accept applicants with two years of 
college and two years of general 
work experience. 

‘The State Police has spent the 

past year under fire for its treat- 

ment of minorities within the 
ranks and in the general popula- 
tion. 

A report released last July by 
Farmer's office detailed racial dis- 


create a level of respect for 
African-Americans among them- 
selves and by other groups. 
Payne thinks this legislation 


having it declined. 
Racism is 


based on ignorance’ 


history, right the wrongs.’ 

Payne mentioned that his 
commission is modeled after the 
Hi C ? 


will help eli racism, to an 

« i rt’ extent. 
I think it’s one “I think it's one small step to 
; faving MU Beene 
small step tp based on ignorance. Once you 


have more information about 
someone, you view people in a 
different light,” he said. Payne is 
supportive of teaching other 
minority history in schools also 
He is optimistic about the 
sage of the bill. Payne also feels 
school book publishers can help 
his cause. He thinks publishers 
need to be convinced to present 
African-Amer history in 
“If publishers want 


in 
kii legislation is patterned 

T the Holocaust to some 
F aA said Payne. “If you can 


contracts, they will provide inte- 
grated information,” 
declared. 


in hiring and promo- 
tions ‘and criticized recruiting 
efforts as inadequate. Black troop- 
ers told t Assembly 
hearings they did not feel they had 
the same opportunity for career 
advancement as white troopers. 
State Police officials ae said 
they want to ensure that at least 
one-third of the applicants for cur- 
rent openings are minorities. The 
legal settlement does not require 


ikers 


applicants actually accepted for 
the entrance examination or for 
academy training. 

Of more than 5,000 applicants, 
about 2,000 were invited to take 
the exam last weekend. A federal 
judge Friday rejected a legal filing 
by five white applicants who claim 
they were not admitted to the 
exam because of reverse discrimi- 
nation. 
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Community Calendar 


WEDNESDAY MARCH 15 


UNION — Gwendolyn Brooks, Pulitzer 
Prize -winning poet, will be at the Kean 
University Contemporary Writers 
Program at 7:30 p.m. The lecture will 
be held in the Wilkins Theatre, 100 
Morris Avenue in Union, NJ. The event 
is FREE of charge, however tickets are 
required. Call (908) 527-2337 for addi- 
tional information. 


THURSDAY MARCH 16 


PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield Board 
of Education will hold its Mid-Year 
report meeting at 7 p.m. in the PHS 
Library. With the exception of execu- 
tive sessions, all meetings including 
committee meetings are open to the 
media and public. 


FRIDAY MARCH 17 


MORRISTOWN — “The Minstrel 
Coffeehouse" is a coffeehouse concert 
series run by the Folk Project. 
Celebrate St. Patricks Day with 
Joanna Mell and Carla Ulbrich. Joanna 
is a harpist and Carla is a songwritter. 
Show starts at 8:30 p.m. and requires 
a $5 cover. Call (973) 335-9489 for 
additional information 


SATURDAY MARCH 18 


PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield Board 
of Education will hold its Joint 
Board/Council Liaison Committe meet- 
irig at 9:30 am. in the PHS Library. 
With the exception of executive ses- 
sions, all meetings including commit- 
tee meetings are open to the media 
and public 


MONDAY MARCH 20 


JERSEY CITY — Karen DeAngelis, 
director of the New Jersey City 
University Women's Center, will speak 
on the College Level Examination 
Program, and How to Eam College 
Credits, from 12 - 1 p.m. The seminar 
will be held in the NJCU Women's 
Center, 32 College Street. The campus 
program is FREE of charge. For more 
information and to register, call (201) 
200-3189. 


TUESDAY MARCH 21 


PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield Board 
of Education will hold its Executive 
session at 6:30 p.m. in the Woodland 
School, Central Street and Woodland 
Avenue. With the exception of execu- 
tive sessions, all meetings including 
committee meetings are open to the 
media and public. 


PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield Board 
of Education will hold its Business 
Meeting at 8 p.m. in the Woodland 
School, Central Street and Woodland 
Avenue. With the exception of execu- 
tive sessions, all meetings including 
committee meetings are open to the 


media and public. 


NEWARK — Prominent sociologist Or. 
James Henslin will discuss “The 
Sociology of the Changing American 
Society,” during the Sociology Week 
lecture series in the main campus 
building at Essex County Community 
College, 303 University Avenue. All the 
programs are free and begin at 1 p.m. 
For more information, call (973) 877- 
0. 


WEDNESDAY MARCH 22 


JERSEY CITY — The Council on 
Hispanic Affairs of New Jersey City 
University will hold its annual scholar- 
ship Fund benefit dinner at 5:30 p.m. in 
the North Lounge of NJCU’s Michael 
Gilligan Student Union. Tickets are 
reserved at $35 per person. Call (201) 
200-3425 for more information. 


MONDAY MARCH 27 


LINCROFT — The Monmouth County 
Board of Recreation Commissioners 
will meet at 7 p.m. in the Boardroom of 
the Thompson Park Administrative 
Office, 805 Newman Spring Road. 


TUESDAY MARCH 28 


NEWARK — Newark Immunization 
Initiative Partners to Immunize Newark 
Kids cordially invites you to the 
Second Annual Clergy Dinner in sup- 
port of Immunizations for Children from 
5:30 to 8 p.m. The dinner will be held 
in the Newark Beth Israel Medical 
Center Cafeteria Annex, 201 Lyons 
Avenue. For more information, call 
(973) 926-6978. 


SUNDAY APRIL 9 


MORRISTOWN — Outstanding high 
school artists from central and north- 
em New Jersey will participate in an 
exhibition at the Morris Museum start- 
ing April 9 to June 5. The Museum, 6 
Normandy Heights Road, is open 
Tuesday through Sunday. Admission is 
$5 for adults and $3 for children, stu- 
dents and senior citizens. Call (973) 
538-0454 for more information 


TUESDAY APRIL 11 


ORANGE — The First Anniversary 
Vigil and Rally for Earl Faison and all 
victims of Police Brutality will be held 
at the Orange Police Headquarters, 
comer of Lincoln and Tremont Ave. 
The rally is sponsored by the People's 
Organization for Progress. For further 
information, call NCN (973) 643-7711 


SATURDAY MAY 20 


LINCROFT — The Monmouth Park 
System will hold a summer job fair 
from 9 am to 1 pm. at Dorbrook 
Activity Center, Route 537, Colts Neck 
For more information, call (732) 460- 
1167. 


Reach 
thousands in 
the Black 


Call City News 
at (973) 642-4400 and 
speak to an 


Jeffries begins development 
of African-American Library 


New Jersey City University 
honors scholarship students 


NEWARK — From left, Rev. Bernard Wilks, Thomasina Lemon, Elizabeth 
Flowers and Patricia Aguste-Perkins join Dr. Leonard Jeffrie 
Metropolitan Baptist Church to help create “Libraries with Black 
Literature.” Jeffries, a professor of African Studies at CCNY, will continue 
the project at Mount Sinai Baptist Church and Bethany Baptist Church. 


Cablevision and MetroChannel help 
build home for Habitat for Humanity 


ication ceremony of the Cablevision/MetroChannel House, 287 Littleton 
Avenue, Newark. Habitat for Humanity president and founder, Millard 
Fuller, was also on hand for the dedieation. The two-story home is one of four 
tri-state honles sponsored by Cablevision and the MetroChanuel. 


JERSEY CITY — Dr. Brian Hurwitz, right, congratulates students, from left, 
Yesenia Valle of Newark, Socorro Santana of Dover, Joann Padilla of Jersey 
City and Carlos Morales of Bloomfield. The Special Education and The 
Multicultural Center of Jersey City recently honored the scholarship students 
in the Project PEERS program. 


Bollwage joins volunteers 
from Generous Generations 


La 3 Z 

ELIZABETH — Mayor Chris Bollwage, center, joined the eager youth volun- 
teers from Generous Generations in dispersing food, clothing and candy to 
the Jess fortunate children around the city of Elizabeth. Generous 
Generations is a non -profit organization dedicated to teaching kids how to 
help other kids who come from less fortunate families. 


Althea Gibson 
1927— £ 

In 1956, Althea Gibso 
became the first black to win 
major tennis title when she won 
the women’s singles in the 
French Open on May 26. She 
won the Wimbledon champi 
onship on July 6, 1957, becoming 
the first black to win these hode 
ors. She was also the first black 
to win a major U.S. title. 


Nine-year-old Asha Degree 
disappeared from her home dì 
Feb. 14 between the hours of 2:30 


and 6:30 a.m. Charlotte, NO} 
channel 3 website has posted thi 
child’s information to keep up tl 
awareness about the child “ie 
site is www.wbtv.com. f 


_ specialize in journalism, graphic arts 
or photography ? 


if so, City NEWS is 


City News is looking for an Editorial Assistant, 
Writers and College Interns. 


If you think you fit the bill, 


Do you 


looking for you. 


please fax your resume to 


Gilda Rogers at 
(973) 642-5444 


March 15 — March 21, 2000 
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NATIONAL 
BRIEFS 


CLINTON TO CHANGE 
FOOD STAMP RULES 
TO HELP POOR OWN 
BETTER CARS 
WASHINGTON D.C. — President 
Clinton announced that he plans to 
make it easier for recipients of food 
stamps to own a decent car, the 
Chicago Tribune reported 
“if you want more people to work, 
you've got to help them get to 
work,” said Clinton. 
Clinton emphasized that this pro- 
gram would help disadvantaged 
people get jobs that are far from 
their homes. 
Current food stamp laws state that 
if a family has too many assets, it 
cannot get food stamps, which are 
distributed through the national 
coupon program to subsidize gro- 
cery bills. The present eligibility rule 
states that families cannot own a 
car valued at more than $4,650. 
Clinton will replace the existing dol- 
lar limit with an equation that will 
permit families with a small equity 
in their cars to get food stamps. 
This would take place regardless of 
the value of the vehicle. 
The White House estimated this 
would help 150,000 families. 


RANGEL SAYS BUSH 
OWES BLACKS AND 
JEWS AN APOLOGY 


NEW YORK (NNPA) — Congress- 
man Charles Rangel said that the 
apology to Catholics by Republican 
Presidential hopeful George Bush 
was not enough. 

“An apology to Catholics was need- 
ed, but it’s not enough,” Rangel 
said. “Blacks and Jews have also 
been offended by Bush’s failure to 
denounce the racist policies of Bob 
Jones University or anti-Semitic 
statements by people associated 
with his campaign. 

Black people are due an apology 
because Bob Jones University has 
an official policy against interracial 
dating which is clearly aimed at 
Black students,” said Rangel. 
Rangel said he was similarly out- 
raged that people in the Bush cam- 
paign or its supporters have made 
“insulting comments about Jews 
that Bush refused to even repudi- 
ate, much less apologize for.” 


U.S., CANADIANS ARE 
ORGANIZING GAS OUT 
TO PROTEST HIGH 
GAS PRICES 


NORTH AMERICA — Canadians 
and Americans alike are organizing 
themselves to protest on April 7-9 
against the rising price of gasoline 
that has been skyrocketing since 
last month. 

Gasoline prices have ranged from 
$1.50 to $2 per gallon for premium 
gas as a result of the slow produc- 
tion of oil from many oil companies 
As a results, by media and emails, 
people are organizing a “gas out,” a 
day in which people decide not to 
buy gas as a protest to oil compa- 
nies. 

Last year a gas out was organized 
on April 30, which caused a signifi- 
cant drop in price afterwards. Many 
are looking to yield the same 
results as before 


PRESIDENT CLINTON 


ISSUES STATEMENT 
ON MOZAMBIQUE 
FLOODS 


WASHINGTON D.C. — President 
Clinton issued the following state- 
ment regarding the Mozambique 
floods in Africa: 

“| am deeply saddened by the dev- 
astation caused by flooding in 
southern Africa, which has wors- 
ened over the past few days 
Almost a million people in 
Botzwana, Mozambique, South 
Africa and Zimbabwe have lost 
their homes or their livelihoods, and 
tens of thousands of people in 
Mozambique are stranded in flood- 
ed areas and require urgent res- 
cue,” he said. 

“Today we are allocating $1 million, 
through the U.S. Agency for Inter- 
national Development, to support 
aircraft for critical search and res- 
cue operations and the delivery of 
relief supplies. In addition, we have 
already provided over $1.8 million 
to fund air transport, prevent dis- 
ease, deliver supplies, and support 
relief efforts. Two aircracts from the 
Department of Defense are on the 
way to deliver shelter materials, 
blankets and other relief supplies. 
Also, we are dispatching a Disaster 
Assistance Response Team to the 
region to determine other ways that 
we can help our friends in Southern 
Africa, 

The thoughts and prayers of the 
‘American people are with the peo- 
ple of the region as they cope with 
this disaster.” 


Subsribe to City 
News 
call (973) 642-4400 


Congresswoman Maxine Waters 


WASHINGTON D.C. — In 
an article appearing in Parade 
magazine's February 20 issue, 
the White House Project identi- 
fied Rep. Maxine Waters, D-CA. 
—along with 14 other women — 
as one of its candidates to appear 
on a national ballot highlighting 
the top women leaders who pos- 
sess the record and credentials 
to CF Vice President 

hite House Project 
Ea as a non-profit, non-parti- 
san public awareness campaign 
to change the political climate so 
that women can launch success- 
ful campaigns for U.S. presiden- 
cy and other key positions. It is 
also committed to raising aware- 
ness of women’s leadership in 
American politics. 


Created by the White House 
Project, the ballot brings togeth- 
er such top women leaders as 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-CA, 
Gov. Jane Dee Hull, R-AZ., and 
U.S. Army Lieutenant General 
Claudia Kennedy, to name a few. 

According to the project's 
president, Marie Wilson, the bal- 
lot intends to demonstrate the 


growing strength and signifi- | 


cance of women’s leadership. 
You can cast your ballot | 
choice by going on-line to The 
White House Project's site 
(www.thewhitehouseproject. or 
Ballots will be accepted unti 


March 15 and the winners will” 


be announced in the April 30 
issue of Parade magazine. ; 


hy holding a special memoria 


| American official at NEA, led the 


T for his many pa STE to 


ul 
celebrated Black History Month 
thridge. 
is “one of the 
Etheridge, as the top African 
fight for the desegregation of 


teach organizations and brought 
ZA into the center of the civil 


“rights movement. Ethridge, 76, 


had been invited to participate in 
the tribute to his historic life and 


NEA. However, he had been ill 
fen i and died on Janu- 
ary 000. 
NBA President Bob Chase 
| said, “NEA in indebted to Sam 
Etheridge for his enduring work 
for quality public for all students; 
1964 to 1984, during a 20-year 
career as an Association execu- 
tive, Sam served as a major civil 
rights leader who centered NEA 


NEA President Bob Chase (second cr left) presents award to Cordia Baylor 
Ethridge, widow of Samuel E. Ethridge, who died in January. From left to right: 
NEA Vice President Reg Weaver, Chase, Chicago civil rights attorney Thomas 


Todd, Ethridge, Sybil Connally, Cha 


becoming more acute in light of 
the current trend of racial resegre- 
tation of public schools. 

‘At the NEA Memorial pas 
Chase presented NEA’s st 
award to Mrs. Cordia Baylor 

her 


within the civil rights 
“hase said Etheridge was 
strumental in the 


Etheridge in 
hiban outstanding leadership 


and merger of white and black 
teacher groups; “negotiated deli- 
cate issues such as NEA’s partici- 
pation in school desegregation liti- 
gation; employment of staff in the 
formerly dual Southern states, 
correction of inequitable and 
unequal racial treatment of educa- 
tors and students, and insuring 
that NEA would remain commit- 
ted to ae and civil rights.” 
Aces to Chase, 
Tae Historical legacy is 


One of E former stu- 
dents from his years as a public 
school teacher in Mobile, Ala., 
renowned Chicago civil rights 
attorney, Thomas Todd, was the 
keynote speaker. Todd electrified 
an audience of 100 NEA board 
members, staff and guests, in an 
eloquent and inspirational speech 
about Ethridge’s life and how 
“Sam walked down a dirt road and 
impacted the lives of thousands of 

teachers and millions of students.” 

Todd shared memories of his 


NEA Black Caucus, and John Lucas, hon- 
orary member of the NEA board of directors. 


releationship with Ethridge in 
Alabama and invited the audience 
to “leave the information super- 
highway and walk down a dirt 
road with me to put Sam's life in 
context.” He urged the audience to 
nee the difference between 

mply making history versus 


aking sense. 
“Clarence Thomas made histo- 
ry, but does he make sense?” Todd 


asked. “George Wallace made his- 
tory, but did he make sense? Even 
O.J. [Simpson] made history, but 
he never made sense. J 


mean you make sense. But Sam 
Ethridge who didn't make the 
front page, not only made history 
but made complete and absoulte 


Tam proud to s: 


being judgmenta 
ple’s birthdays in 


lyou haven't opened your a 
delay your ble: 


Life Savings Bank 


, although I don’t have much cash in the 
bank, I have built up a healthy nest egg in Life Savings Bank. I now 
lenjoy the large withdrawals I'm able to make from Life’s Savings. When 
lis the last time you made a deposit? Little pittance things like being 
considerate of others, treating folks the way Td like to be treated, not 
having a kind word to say, remembering other peo- 
special way, following through on commitments, 
always willing to help when needed, being mindful of others — you get 
my drift. Well, all these little incidental things have added up and when 
Tm running a little short on things that make me happy, I just with- 
draw a blessing. And sure enough, I’ve never been told “insufficient 
funds.” And of late, the last time I checked my balance at Life Savings, 
I was absolutely amazed. Having learned to love unconditionally, and 
demonstrating patience have yielded me high residuals, along with 
staying the course and being focused. Now, I can make big-time with- 
drawals that allow me to fulfill my dreams. I’m actually seeing dreams 
turn into realities right before my eyes — amazing. When is the last 
time you made a withdrawal from your Life Savings Bank? Further- 
more, when is the last time you made a big-time deposit? I’m telling 
you it is the best thing — better than, let 
money, because everything I want, desire, and need is taken care of. If 
count, I encourage you to do so, today. Don’t 


, [never worry about 


Dear Editor, 


As news of the verdict spreads 
through this nation we the 
National Black Police Associa- 
tion-Northeast Region, and our 
over 50 organizations, wish to 
add our collective voices of sym- 
pathy to the Diallo Family 
Me hare your pain and 
ress our regrets over the 
deatnonvalir 66d and tHe injus- 
tice vis upon you by our 
American justice system. We 
support you mind, body, and 
soul. We are outraged and 
appalled over this verdict 
because it devalues the lives of 
people of color locally, regional- 
ly and on a national level as 
well. Some of our members 
have attended the demonstra- 
tions and rallies. I as presei- 
dent of this or have 


for their lives as the reason 
for these tragedies, and I assert 
to you that if their fear is gen- 
uine maybe they should look to 
other vocations. Nationally, 
blackp police officers show 
much more restraint and are 
less likely to be involved in 
these types of incidents. Why? 

From New York City to Provi- 
dence Rhode Island even Black 
Police are being maimed and 
killed by their white counter- 
parts who routinely view most 
blacks as criminal, I also ask 
the Justice Department and the 
media to monitor and vigorious- 
ly investigate this phenomenon. 
If this action goes unchecked 
then we are all imperiled. From 
a safety standpoint, how would 
you like to be in a life threaten- 
ing situation and the only per 


given interviews to the FOX 
network and the Connecticut 
Post Newspaper expressing our 
dismay. 

All over this country young 
black men and women are los- 
ing their lives as they interact 
with police. As these cases are 
investigated and adjudicated 
almost always they express a 


No More Diallos 


Dear Editor, 


To say that race had no bear- 
ing in the Amadou Diallo case is 
a lie. The thing that killed Mr. 
Diallo in the doorway of his own 
home was nothing short of naked 
fear brought on by sheer racism 

There were four black jurors 
and that fact is pointed out fre- 
quently within mainstream 
media. A less publicized fact is 
that each of them are from law 
enforcement families. 

The police claimed that they 
feared for their lives. That can 
happen to anyone. But police 
officers are trained professionals 
who are given the power to use 
extreme force in situations 
where it is warranted. They are 
expected to use judgment, cau- 
tion and objectivity in a crisi 
Forty-one bullets by four officers 
aimed at one man — with one 
bullet entering through his foot 
— is no example of police profes- 
sionalism. When John Hinkley 
shot former President Reagan, 
he left the scene in handcuffs, 
riding comfortably in the back of 
a law enforcement vehicle. He 
was not shot and killed. Use of 
force was adequate for the situa- 
tion. That is what makes the 
Diallo shooting insufferable. At 
best it was fear and panic. At 
worst, hate. Either way, New 
Yorkers cannot afford to have 
men of such poor judgement and 
caliber roaming neighborhoods 
with guns and a license to kill. 
Anybody can be a panicked 
killer. We cannot give license to 
that. 

There is a simmering out- 
rage growing in black communi- 
ties throughout the nation. 
There were no riots in the Bronx. 


son immediately available to 
help you is a black man that 
has to pause and ponder the 
reality that if the police come 
they may make the mistake and 
take him for the criminal. His 
life may be the one that is 
extinguished. So you see it 
affects us all. 


David Daniels IIT 


But there were protests outside 
the United Nations headquar- 
ters taking the case to the world 
court as Malcolm X noted over 
30 years ago. Black media own- 
ers have come together in 
nationwide appeal to end this 
legalized savagery. Black com- 
munities and leadership have 
grown up and are demanding 
more than Band Aid solutions to 
police brutality. 

he solutions start with fir- 
ing the officers. They do not have 
the professionalism to conduct 
themselves competently 

Next, there must be a federal 
investigation into this tragedy 
and the New York City Police 
Department with regard to race. 
In an election year, there should 

no problem in fast-tracking 
the Diallo case. Republicans, 
Democrats, and Independents 
should be on top of this case with 
both feet. 

We call for the establishment 
of a federal review board to 
investigate and analyze cases of 
police brutality and questionable 
shootings. 

Finally, we call on the people 
of New York, and every other 
community plagued by racist 
police practices, to hold their 
leaders Politicians 


Don’t give Amadou Diallo to the Democrats 


By Dr. Lenora Fulani 


The protests over the verdict in the 
Amadou Diallo case, which I understand and 
sympathize with, unfortunately create the 
illusion that we can solve the problem of 
racism in the courts. 

I don’t believe we can. Even a Federal 
Court proceeding on the issue of Diallo’s civil 
rights cannot resolve the problem of racism. 
Serious and positive structural changes are 
needed to do that. The most unsettling mes- 
sage of the Diallo verdict is not that the 
jurors were wrong, but that they were right. 
The police officers were simply “doing their 
jobs”—in the context of a social environment 
that is profoundly racist and corrupt. 

The non-violence and cohesiveness of the 
protests show that the community has gone 
through a change and has matured in certain 
ways. But arguably not much has changed 
for the Black community over the course of 
the last ten years of protest. Rey. Al Shar 
ton however, who led many of these prot 
is in a substantially different position than 
he was during Crown Heights or in the Yusuf 
Hawkins case in Bensonhurst ten years ago 

In Crown Heights, Rev. Sharpton was 
battling Mayor David Dinkins. In the Diallo 
case, Dinkins is marching alongside him, 
while Dinkins is no longer mayor. In the 
Hawkins case, Rev. Sharpton went up 
against the Black establishment, Now he is 
part of it. 

Sharpton has become a Demoeratic Party 
leader—like other Black Democrats, Sharp- 
ton made his peace with the Democratic 
Party and has greater access to politicians 
and policy makers. 


Lhave said this to Rev. Sharpton on more 
than one occasion. His rise in Democratic 
Party politics has not produced a change in 
the patterns of racial violence, If it had, the 

lack wouldn't still be 
racism and police violence, as it has been 
forced to do for so many, many years. 

My focus has been on creating structures 
that make it possible for the protests to yield 
something other than validation for the 
Democratic Party, an institution which has 
perpetuated the environment in which these 
racist incidents occur. The Democratic Party 
is a political nexus of social, cultural and 
media institutions—its like a web—and the 
institutions which make up this web claim 
that they will overcome racial bias and bru- 
tality. Yet, the evidence shows that they 
can't. Yes, they accomplished some impor- 
tant and useful things. But the fight against 
racism requires that we work outside these 
structures to engage the cultural and politi- 
ues that must be engaged to impact on 


our situation. 
When Rev. Sharpton and I worked 
together in Bensonhurst in the Yusuf 


Hawkins case, I was hoping that we'd see our 
way clear to go in an independent direction 
together. I have no special criticism of him 
for not having done so, though I believe it 
was a loss to the African American communi- 
ty. If he had become an independent, I 
believe that we'd be in a different situation 
today. 

Large numbers of Black people would 
have followed him into independent politics 
and become part of a third force. He would 
have aided the process of creating new struc- 
tures immensely, and it would have moved 


up the timetable for major reforms that make 
dealing with structural racism possible. 

How do we address the structural basis of 
racism? We create new structures and 
involve the African American community in a 
range of multi-racial, multi-dimensional 
endeavors—new cultural forms, new political 
forms, new educational forms. You can’t 
protest racism and be effective, if those 
protests are channeled into institutions that 
are a part of perpetuating racism. Its a 
vicious cycle that we have to break out of. 

programs Ive been building, for 
example, the All Stars program, a major anti- 
violence program for inner city youth, was 
created outside of the existing structures of 
politicians and funding sources and think 
tanks. These programs are independent and 
are therefore not constrained by their rela- 
tionship to the established forces. They can 
create new environments for new ways of 
looking at and dealing with racial polariza- 
tion. We need all kinds of new and indepen- 
dent structures 

We need new political parties like the one 
in my home state—the Independence Party 
of New York and the national Reform Party. 
More and more African Americans need to 
move independent so that we can operate 
freely unconstrained by the racist history 
and activity of the Democratic and Republi- 
can parties. 

Some still argue that if Blacks go inde- 
pendent we split the Democratic Party vote 
and elect Republicans But in New York, for 
example, Blacks didn’t go independent and a 
Republican—Rudy Giuliani—got elected. He 
got elected because the Democratic coalition 
splintered on the issue of racism. 


Justice For Strohmeyer, What About Iverson? 


By Earl Ofari Hutchinson 


NNPA — When asked by a Las Vegas 
prosecutor during his recent court hearing 
what he hoped to gain by a trial, Jeremy 
Strohmeyer said “I want justice.” Even 
though he didn’t get the justice he wanted 
when the court turned down his request for a 
trial, the fact that the prosecutors and a 
judge even agreed to hear his plea for a trial 
was in itself more justice than he probably 
deserved for his admitted crime. That crime 
was the rape and murder of Sherri¢e Iverson, 
a seven-year-old African-American girl, on 
May 25, 1997 in the women’s bathroom at the 
Primadonna Casino near Las Vey 

On Oct, 14, 1998 Strohmeyer escaped the 
death penalty by pleading guilty to the mur- 
der and received a life sentence without pos- 
sibility of parole. The grotesque and ghoulish 
murder of Iverson for the briefest of moments 
tossed a gruesome national Bre F on the 
issues of race, class, gender, ċhild neglect, 
and the glaring double- y inthe E 
ment of poor, working class, blacks vs 
dle-class whites within tHe, omy fuk: 
system. 

That double standard was. miei injpvi- 
dence throughout the Iverson tragedy Even 
in ithe face of his overwhelming guilt, 
overindulgent prosecutors and a0 nt 


over backward to give Strohmeyer the widest 

possible latitude to make these @aims in 

interviews and court. į 
at 
f 


- His confession to police was coerced 
- His pal David Cash who witnessed 


least part of the sexual assault on Iverson 
and did nothing to stop it actually may have 
committed the murder. 

he was an unwanted, unloved, 
abused, whacked out, drugged out, alcoholi¢ 
who should not really be blamed for his bar- 
arie crime, 

- Under the gentle prodding of Barbara 
Walters on ABC-TV’s 20/20 to again depict 
himself before a national audience as a mis- 
guided, confused, troubled teen. In his latest 
ploy, Strohmeyer claimed that his attorney, 
Leslie Abramson was a greedy, money-grub- 
bing bully who.intimated and browbeat him 
into pleading guilty. The court still took two 
full days — and in the process he got nation- 
al media coverage — to decide not to grant 
him a trial. This is much more than countless 
numbers of poor and minority defendants 
convicted of crimes under highly question- 
able circumstances have ever gotten. And it 
still may not be over. In the nearly three 
years since her murder, other than a momen- 
tary appearance by her parents in the court- 
room during his sentencing to vent their 
anger at him for murdering Iverson, their 
pain and suffering as well as that of Iverson 
family members and friends has barely regis- 
tered a blip on the media and legal chart. 
This is hardly surprising given the stark 
‘racial and’tlass contrasts/between the back- 
grounds of Iverson and her family and 
Strohmeyer, Cash, and their families. 

Strohmeyer was considered an extremely 
bright kid from a stable, comfortable middle- 
class home in Long Beach, California and 


had traveled widely. Iverson lived in South 
Central Los Angeles. Her father, Leroy Iver- 
son and her mother, Yolanda Manuel, are 
low income workers. They were estranged at 
the time of the crime. This was another sad 
instance in which the media reflexively does 
the deepest human interest probe of the 
background, lives, feelings of middle-class 
whites, while minimizing, if not outright 
ignoring, blacks, even when they are the vic- 
tims. 

The killing of Iverson, though heinous 
and shocking, did not ignite the hyper- 
charged media frenzy of the cases of Louise 
Woodward, the British au pair convicted of 
manslaughter in a baby’s death in Massa- 
chusetts; Melissa Drexler, an 18-year-old 
high school student in New Jersey who aban- 
doned her baby at the prom; Megan Kanka, a 
7-year-old raped and strangled in New Jer- 
sey; and Polly Klass, an 11-year-old who was 
murdered in California. The victims were all 
young and non-black. 

The contrast in the media coverage of the 
JonBenet Ramsey case, the five-year-old 
white girl murdered in Colorado, and the 
Iverson case was even more dramatic. There 
have been dozens of articles in national mag- 
azines and newspapers that delved into the 
background of Ramsey and her family and 
only a handful on Iverson and her family. 
Strohmeyer was allowed to fully tell his 
story, given kid glove treatment by the 
courts, and received endless national press 
attention. That’s the kind of justice most con- 
victed murderer-rapists never get. 


The White Supremacy experience in Dixie 


By Manning Marable 


NNPA — How far has America actual y 
progressed toward more constructive ri 
relations? 

Judging by some recent events, not mugh. 

During this year’s legal holiday marking 
the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
I was invited to speak at a small, predomi- 
nantly white Southern college. For decades, 
this school had been racially segregated, like 
other all-white public educational institu- 
tions. The college's first black faculty mem- 
ber had been hired only in the early 1980s. 
Nevertheless, the initial reception I received 
was friendly and positive, from administra? 
tors, faculty and representatives of p: stu- 


dent government association, who had spon- 
sored my visit. Nothing to that point had pre- 
pared me for what I would soon encounter 
that evening. 

My lecture that night was beforelan audi- 
ence of perhaps 500 people, consisting most- 
ly of students and a significant number of 
African Americans from the surfounding 


who tolerate this sort of behavior 
should not be tolerated them- 
selves for they endanger the 
lives of the very people they have 
sworn to serve. 

Our sympathies go out to the 
Diallo family and to all other 
families of those who were vic- 
tims or police violence. We will 
be more sorrowful if the people 
of the United States allow this 
type of raw hate to continue. 
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. I spoke about the endufing lega- 
cy of Martin, the necessity to achieve social 
justice, and the urgent need for constructive 
dialogue across America’s racial chasm. 

A white male student jumped gut of his 
seat even before the audience had stopped 
clapping, and raised his hand to ask the first 
question. When I acknowledged him, the 
white student launched into an attack 
against affirmative action, which was charac- 
terized as “reverse discrimination.” He insist- 
ed that. both he png “a of his friends had 
lost jobs to 


Do you have an opinion to 


minorities. I replied that statistically less 
than two percent of all university scholar- 


equality. In effect, this was “white suprema- 
ey" blind to the historical dynamics ig 


ships were “race-based,” that is, 

for blacks and Hispanics. Affirmative action 
was necessary because job discrimination 
was still rampant, and qı 


social 

ous of any benefits centered by blacks rom 

civil rights agitation, and outraged by the 
that racial should be 


were unfairly charged more for goods and 
services than whites. I cited one major study 
illustrating that blacks who negotiated and 
purchased automobiles at white car dealer- 


compensated for their exploitation. The 
twisted logic of white supremacy is that 
reformers who champion racial equality and 
social justice are the “real racists.” And as I 


ships were charged more than 
whites who bought the identical cars. 

The white student was unimpressed and 
unapologetic. His precise words were 
unclear, but his essential response wa: 
“then the blacks ought to shop somewhere 
else!” Suddenly, a significant number of 
white students burst into applause, and a 
few even cheered. Surprised and saddened, I 
quickly responded that this discrimination 
was illegal and morally outrageous, and that 
blacks shouldn't have to shop in another 
country in order to be treated fairly in the 
marke: thle Don’t misunderstand my point 
here. As a middle-aged black man, I spent 
many summers in Dixie during the 1960s. I 
experienced Jim Crow segregation firsthand, 
and white racism is hardly a new phenome. 
non to me. 

But the white students at this formerly 
segregated college had no personal knowi- 
edge of what Jim Crow was about. They 
never saw black people being Te, the 


learned, a number of white stu- 
dents were e-mailing administrators and oth- 
ers the next morning, after my talk, demand- 
ing to know why this black “racist” was invit- 
ed to speak at their campus! 

What particularly struck me by this inci- 
dent was the deep anger displayed by some 
whites in the audience. One can disagree 
with someone else’s political perspective, yet 
behave in a civil manner. Something I had 
said, or perhaps, what I represented, had 
generated white rage bordering on irrational 
hatred.This same kind of white bigotry has 
been at the heart of the recent public contro- 
versy over the flying of the Confederate bat- 
tle flag over the South Carolina statehouse. 

Why have McCain and Bush refused to 
condemn a flag that journalist Brent Staples 
has described as “a symbol of choice among 
neo-Nazis, skinheads and other bigots?” For 
the same reason that the white students 
became outraged when I talked frankly about 
the history of white privilege and racial dis- 


right to vote, or lic 
restrooms reading “white” and “ “colored.” Yet 
they felt no hesitation, no restraint, to pro- 
claim their prerogatives as whites, over and 
above any claims that black people made for 
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Many white Americans refuse to 
honestly examine their history, because if 
they did, they would have to confront the 
moral equivalent of the Nazis who ran Ger- 
many’s death camps. 
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MONDAY, MARCH 13 


NEWARK — The Gity News BizTech 
Expo will take place at the Newark 
Marriott Hotel, Newark International 
Airport, Route 1 & 9 South, border of 
Newark and Elizabeth, from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. For more information, call (973) 
642-4400. 


EAST BRUNSWICK — The New 
Jersey Association of Women 
Business Owners, Middlesex County 
will hold an Informal Networking 
Dinner starting at 6 p.m. Mike 
Cammarata of Cammarata and 
Associates will address the group. The 
dinner will be held at the Clarion Hotel, 
Route 27, Edison. Call (732) 238-8408 
for more information. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 16 


CRANFORD — The living trust semi- 
nar is being offered at Union County 
Community College, 1033 Springfield 
Avenue. Find out how the living trust is 
a reasonable alternative. To register 
call (908) 709-7600 


SOMERSET — The Small Business 
Council Breakfast Forum presents 
Part 2 of 3 in the image series, Mark 
Arnold, east Cost Media, LLC and 
David Bergeland, ELF Multimedia. 
Call, (908) 725-1552 for additional 
information. 


NEW YORK — Professional Women 
In Construction’ cordially invites you to 
attend The Award Reception for the 
Project of the Millennium to 
Continental Airlines Global Gateway 
held in the Roosevelt Hotel. Price for 
attendance is $175 per person with an 
open bar, cocktails, and buffet. Call 
(212) 687-0610 for more information 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22 


CRANFORD — Learn how to use 
Professional Financial Management 
Strategies to last a lifetime at Union 
County College 1033 Springfield 
Avenue. To register call (908) 709- 
7600 


UNION — The Small Business 
Administration Business Information 
Center will hold a Small Business 
Financing seminar entitied “Where's 
the Money?" From'9 to 11:30 a.m at 
the Kean University East Campus. 
Contact Dallas Everett at (908) 527- 
2946 for more information 


Lipman Business simina 


NEWARK By popula 
demand, the next session of th: 
Saturday Seminar series will 
begin a routine that will continut 

the session in May. Each 
session starts precisely at 9 a.m. 
with a demonstration of two 
homebased businesses that meet 
most of the criteria discussed at 
the last session for the ideal 
homebased business. This por- 
tion of the program will last 
ee 45 minutes. This 
nge in the program will 
semiai two important objec- 
tives. First, it will enable us to 
better accomodate the regular 
attendees of the seminar, wh 
just can not seem to make thi 
traditional 9 a.m. starting time 
Secondly, it also gives our presen- 
ters an additional 45 minutes to 
arrive. This change will also 
allow the attendees interested in 
homebased business to join us, 
partake of the information and 
make a choice between staying 
for the remainder of the session 
or leaving. Remember, we will 
start precisely at 9 a.m. If you are 
only interested in this portion of 
the program, here’s your chance 
to learn how to become financial- 
ly independent and learn to enjoy 
the freedoms accompanying it. 


he Late 


nator I 


pman 


For the past two seminars, we 
have discussed small business 
resources, most of which were 
ganizations and agencies. 
Equally as important are individ- 
ual consultants, who make up a 
very large portion of the available 
business resources in lew 
Jersey. Representing this mar- 
ginally used group will be several 
consultants whose primary busi- 
ness objectives a 
make your busine: 
The Purchasing Departed 


continue at ECC 


Of the Universit 


of Medicine and 
Jersey, directed 
d Barber, is a fre- 
M@uent visitor of the Saturday 
Seminars. Barber will talk about 
and services 
sity and how to 
ontact the appropriate people to 
duct business. Since we tradi- 
ionally like to have a followup on 
visits, he will also give 
Wis a brief progress report on what 
‘has transpired since the last time 
fa representative appeared from 
“the university 
Almost five months ago, we 
Were given an overview of the 
Global Gateway Project at the 
Newark | Airport by Ed 
b diivan, John Devine, and 
Dave Pisani of Continental 
Airlines. Earl Walker of the 
Regional Alliance and Robyn 
dita also made presentations 
In the interim, there have been 
several contracts let to MBE’s in 
a variety of disciplines. We will 
hear from this group details of 
the progress made in their pro- 
gram and listen to their sugges- 
tions as to how we st in 
making the program that they 
outlined move along more 
smoothly. 


a 


Fannie Mae continues financing in Y2k 


WASHINGTON Fannie 

Mae, the nation’s largest source of 
financing for home mortgages, 
leads the home loan market for 
low-and-moderate-income lending 
and minority lending, and has 
played a “critical” role in the dra- 
matic expansion of homeowner- 
ship for minorities, according to 
the compa Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer. 
At a news conference 
recently, Franklin D. Raine 
pledged that Fannie Mae will lead 
the market in mortgage credit for 
African Americans in this decade. 
Raines was joined by HUD 
Secretary Andrew Cuomo. 

“Welcome to Fannie Mae, and 
thank you, Mr. Secretary, for join- 
ing us here today, and thank you 
also, Assistant Secretary Apgar, 
for being here today as well,” 
Raines said. 

“About a week ago, the 
Secretary and I joined together to 


In the decade of the 1990s 
minority homeownership boomed. 


talk about what we're doing 
together to ensure fair jen 
and promote h 


opponiet in Ameira. WA 
back together today to correct a 
misimpression that the publie 
may have gotten from reading a 
story in The Washington Post this 
morning about the work we're 
doing together.” 

Raines said the hook for the 
story was that HUD is about to set 
forth new affordable housing goals 
for Fannie Mae and Freddie Mae. 
He said over the past year, Fannie 
Mae worked closely with HUD to 
develop effective goals that would 
ea affordable lending. 
summer, the new 
os a HUD were announced 
and Fannie Mae strongly supports: 
HUD and Fannie Mae share the 
same goals of ensuring fair lend- 
ing, fighting discrimination and 


Minority h hip grew 
four times faster than for hives 
Raines said. 

‘Asa result, there are 1.7 mil- 
lion more frican-American 
homeowner families than there 
were at the beginning of the 
decade.” 

There are now more African 
American homeowners than any 
time in history 

is is a signal success for 

HUD and American housing 

pe And no private company 

has done more to break down bar- 

riers and expand homeownership 

for minority families than Fannie 
Mae has. Let's look at the facts 

“In 1993, Fannie Mae provid- 
ed $36 8 billion in mortgage 
financing for over 355,000 minori- 
ty ey Of that, $5.7 billion in 


hip oppor- 
tunities in America 


City News Business Directory 


Place your 
SBA ad here 
call 973-642-4400 
for more details 


Subscribe to City News | 


New Jersey’s #1 
African-American 
Newspaper 


call (973) 642-4400 


Would you like 
to advertise 
your business in 


City News? 


Call us at 
(973) 642-4400 
and ask for our 
rtising department. 


Authorized Distributor of 


776 Broad Street 
Newark, NJ 07102 
Tel (973) 623-2593 
Fax (973) 623.0307 


AUCTION OUTLET 


COMPUTERS, ELECTRONICS, PAGERS & PHONES: 


IN Products and Services 
SNOMNIPOINT [Cy 


861 Broad Street 
Newark, NJ 07102 
tel (973) 623-4777 
fax (973) 643-5823 


City News 
Most Influential 


2000 Gala Event 
April 27, 2000 


Look for 


at NJPAC 


The Professional Directory 


Injured? Can't borrow? 


Value-Point 


FUNDING CORP 
Voicemail/Fax: 800-665-7852 
LarryB@value-point.com 

‘we Vale PONLO 

Cash for injury claimants. 
We help you wait for 
your fair settlement. 


AVON 


Earn Extra Holiday Cash 

Earn Up To 50%Commission 

Free Gift When You Join 
Cathy Todd 


District Sales Manager 
1655 Oak Tree Road 
Edison, NJ 08820 
(732) 494-5911 


Ali Rasool 


Ali's 100% Uneut Oils 
Discount On Refills 
"We Appreciate Our Customers” 


26 Branford Place 
Newark, NJ 07102 
Bus. (973) 824-7353 
Fax (973) 824-1623 


wwwislamicproducts.com/ali. htm 
email:aliuncut@bellatiantic. 


Today’s new 
business: 
fax your 
business 
calendar to 
City News 
~ || (973) 642-5444 


Q 


Your business could 
be listed here 


for 13 weeks 
Call (973) 642-4400 


*Bail Retlücdons 
ex Offenses 
"Drug Offenses 
“Homicide 
-Weapon Offenses 


JOSEPH D. ROTELLA 


CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY] 


*Arson *Robbery/Burglary 
Fraud -Domestic Violence 


® 0 


The National Newark Bldg. 
744 Broad St. - Newark, NJ 


973-621-0333 


Y &panded 


for over 65,000 African 
merican families were financed.” 
“In 1999, Fannie Mae provid- 
ed $45.6 billion in mortgage 
financing for nearly 412,000 
minority families. And of that, we 
financed $8.4 billion in mortgagi 
for over 86,000 African American 
families 
Fannie 


Mae dramatically 


low down payment 
| mortgage lending during the 
Í 1990s, offering mortgages at 5 


Í percent and even 3 percent down 


Where 
are you 


financially? 


Cry News A5 


Dale G. Caldwell 


Financial planning is like dri- 
ving a car. 

if you know where you are 
ting from and where you are 
driving to, then navigating your 
trip is not so difficult. 

However, when you get into 
your car and do not know where 
you are going or where you are 
coming from, then navigation is 
very difficult 

‘Too often people do not know 
where they are starting from 
financially. 

‘hey therefore find it difficult 
to navigate their way financially. 

T d out where you are 
financially, you should complete a 

ersonal financial data sheet 
which asks for the following infor- 
mation: 

asic d hic informa- 


the following objectives in order of 
priority — with 1 being the high- 
est priority: 1) Maximize your net 
worth; 2) Generate income now; 3 
) Increase your income at retire- 
ment; 4) Minimize your taxes; 5) 
Pay for the education of your chil- 
dren; 6) Save money for a specific 
purpose — travel, house, car, etc. 

Once you have prioritized your 
financial objectives you should 
identify your specific financial 
goals related to these objectives. 

A financial goal relates to the 
accomplishment of a specific activ- 
ity — paying for college, buying a 
house, achieving a certain net 
worth, etc. 

The goals that you set should 

be quantified. You should know 

exactly how much money you need 
lish each 


tion about your job and family — 
income and expense information. 

The status of your will 

The total amount of money 
that you have in Liquid Savings 
checking account, money market 
account and any other money that 
you can withdraw without penalty 
in 7 days. 

The amount of money that you 
have in Protection — life, health, 
auto and homeowners insurance, 
ete. 

‘The amount of money that you 
have in Long-Term Investments 

mutual funds, stocks, bonds, 
ete. 

The amount of money that you 
have in Retirement Savings 
TRA, 401-K or Keogh Plan) 

The amount of money that you 
have in Speculative Investments 

precious metals, aggressive 
growth stocks or mutual funds, 


e, 

The total value of your 
Personal Assets — house, car, jew- 
elry, etc. 

The total amount of 
Outstanding Loans — mortgage, 
car note, credit cards, etc. 

This information will help you 
or your financial planner deter- 
mine where you are today so that 
you have a clear understanding of 
your starting point. 

Once you determine your 
starting point you must decide 
where you want to go. 

Identifying your financial 
objectives is the first step in deter- 
mining your destination. 

ne way to start thinking 
about your financial objectives is 
to determine which of go Soe 
ing is most important to yı 

I recommend that pec rank 


o goal 

You should also determine 
exactly when this money is need- 
ed, how much must be invested 
each month to accomplish this 
goal, and, what rate of return can 
be expected on these investments. 

Financial planners are helpful 
because they can tell you how real- 
istic your goal is in the context of 
your other investments. 

Frequently, people set goals 
that will deplete their savings and 
endanger the soundness of their 
retirement plans. 

Make sure that each of your 
financial goals support your over- 
all financial objectives. 

If your objective is to purchase 
a $200,000 house in five years you 
will want to have approximately 
$50,000 — for a down payment 
and other related costs — saved in 
your long-term savings account, 

Make sure that you don’t have 
to take money away from your 
retirement savings to purchase 

je house, 

Instead, figure out how much 
money you will have to put away 
each month at a particular inter- 
est rate to achieve your goal. 

If you are looking for invest- 
ments that have very high interest. 
rates you may have to invest in 
some very risky investments — 
ie. aggressive growth stocks 
whose value may go way up or 
way down. 

It is therefore important that 
you consider your own willingness 
to tolerate risk. 

If you can determine where 
you are financially today and what 
your financial objectives and goals 
are you will be driving comfortably 
on the road to achieving financial 
success. 


i 


INVESTORS | 


CORPORATE OFFICE: 


Opportunity knocks. 


Loans with the personal touch. 


No one knows your situation better than you. You know what you 
need money for and how much you need. Investors is ready to help 
with the loan that is best for you and provide the personal service 
you deserve. It’s really that simple, so come speak to us about: 

+ Mortgages for purchase or refinancing. 

+ First-time home buyer and other affordable 

mortgage programs. 

- Fixed-rate home equity loans. 

+ Equity lines of credit. 

- Home owner consumer loans. 


Applications are available at your neighborhood Investors Savings Bank office. 
For more information, call our Lending Department toll free: 


1-800-252-8119 — 


Borrow from the best! 


With offices in Essex, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, and Union Counties a 
= 


Deposits FDIC insured to $100,000 


SAVINGS BANK 


249 Millburn Avenue, Millburn 
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Prayer 
Corner 


What is God 
telling you? 


What is| 
God telling you| 
with the prob- 
lems He per- 
mits in your] 
life? The prob- 


defeat you or| 
develop you — 
depending on 


youl 
respond to them. Unfortunately 
most people fail to see how God 
wants to use problems for good| 
in their lives. They react foolish- 
ly and resent their problems 
rather than pausing to consider| 
what benefit they might bring. 
uses problems toj 
DIRECT you. Sometimes God] 
must light a fire under you to 
get you moving. Problems often| 
point us in a new direction and| 
motivate us to change. Is God| 
trying to get your attention? 
“Sometimes it takes a painful] 
situation to make us change our| 
ways” Proverba 20:30. 

uses problems tol 
INSEE CT you. People are like 
tea bags, if you want to know 
what's inside them, just drop 
them into hot water! Has God 
lever tested your faith with a 
lproblem? What do problems 
reveal about you? 

When you have many kinds 
lof troubles, you should be full oi 
lioy, because you know that| 
these troubles test your faith, 
land this will give you patience.” 
James 
God uses problems to COR- 
RECT you. Some lessons wel 
learn only through pain and| 
failure. It’s likely that as a child| 
lyour parents told you not tol 
touch a hot stove. But you prob-| 
lably learned by being burned. 
Sometimes we only learn the} 
value of something —health, 
money, a relationship — by los- 
ing it. 

“It was the best thing that 
could have happened to me, for| 
it taught me to pay attention to 
your laws. (Psalm 119:71-72).” 
uses, problems to PRO-| 
ITECT you. A problem can be al 
blessing in disguise if it pre-| 
vents you from being harmed by] 
something more serious. 

Last year a friend was fired] 
for refusing to do something] 
unethical that his boss had| 
asked him to do. His unemploy-| 
ment was a problem, but it 
saved him from being convicted 
land sent to prison a year later| 
when management's actions| 
were eventually discovered. 
“You intended to harm me, 
but God intended it for good.” 
(Genesis 50:20). 

God uses problems to PER- 
FECT you. Problems, when| 
to correctly, are char- 
acter builders. God is far more} 
interested in your character 
than your comfort. Your rela- 
tionship to God and your char- 
lacter are the only two things| 
you're going to take with youl 
into eternity. Here's the point: 
God is at work in your life-even| 
when you do not recognize it or 
understand it. But it’s much| 
easier and profitable when you 
cooperate with Him. 


Please submit your 


calender items to: 

Religion Calender 
City News 

111 Mulberry St. 


Newark, NJ 07102 


Newark clergy speak out on Diallo verdict 


Photo Herb Glenn 


Rev. Dr. Ronald Durham ponders the Diallo verdict while another minister consoles him. 


By Chris Sykes 
Staff Writer 


It is unwise to wake sleeping 
giants, but. apparently no one 
told that to the members of the 
New York State Judicial System 
or the jurors in the Amadou Dial- 
lo shooting trial. The decision in 
that case has aroused the ire and 
activist spirit of Newark’s black 
clergy and politicians, who are up 
in arms and ready to take to the 
streets to protest it. 

“Enough is enough,” said 
Congressman Donald Payne, D- 
10th District, which includes 
Newark and parts of Elizabeth, 
Hillside, Linden, Rahway, 
Roselle, and part of Union. 

“We've prayed, said we're 
going to do everything the law 
allows, but enough’s enough. We 
got too comfortable.” 

Payne was at Metropolitan 
Baptist Church, 149 Springfield 
Avenue, on March 2 with a host 


they feel the verdict in the Diallo 
trial and other incidents around 
the country over the last few 
years are symptomatic of a dis- 
turbing trend in America. 

They cited undeniably racial- 
ly motivated incidents in Texas 

— where a black man was 
dragged to his death behind a 
pickup truck by drunken whites 
— the problem of racial profiling 
on the New Jersey Turnpike, and 
a host of other injustices includ- 
ing the Diallo shooting as proof. 

They also urged the crowd in 
attendance and black people 
throughout New Jersey and the 
rest of the country to get orga- 
nized and get ready to take some 
action. 

“I truly believe there is a cli- 
mate that has given rise to what 
we see in Texas and New York,” 
said Reverend David Jefferson, 
the pastor of Metropolitan Bap- 
tist Church. 

“Tt is a climate that suggests 

a less 


of other clergy 


o protest the decision in the 
Diallo trial 
Everyone in attendance said 


than human, so whatever is done 
to them is justified. That’s not 
the case.” 


How does the Word inspire you? 


By Michael Blackmon 


Ruth is one of the 

most heroic women. The 
bia Testament Book of Ruth is 
one of the shortest books in the 
Bible, only four pages long 
You can read it in 15 minutes. 
It would make terrific reading 
to close out the summer. 

Ruth was a foreigner to the 
Israelites, a Moabite girl who 
married into a Jewish family 
who fled to Moab to escape a 
famine in Israel. But tragedy 
soon struck. Naomi, the Jewish 
mother, first lost her husband 
and then her two sons, includ- 
ing Ruth’s young husband 
Naomi’s sweetness turned to 
bitterness and she returned to 
her native Bethlehem. 

Ruth devoted herself to her 
widowed mother-in-law, 
returning with Naomi to Beth- 
lehem. There, Ruth chooses 
Naomi’s people and their God 
as her own. “Wherever you 


E 


lodge, I will lodge. Your people, 
and your God my God.” (Ruth 
1:16) 

Because Naomi was a poor 
widow, Ruth made herself use- 
ful by going to the fields and 
harvesting the grain left 
behind after the harvest. The 
servants were amazed at the 
industry of this foreigner. 


The field belonged to a man 4 


named Boaz, a distant cousin } 


of Naomi. Boaz honored the 
Mosaic Law by leaving grain on 


the edges of his field for the” 


poor and foreigners. 

But Boaz did more than he 
had to. He 
reapers to leave even more 


instructed ` hisa special 


Gentile woman, became the 
great-grandmother of a King, 
and an ancestor of Jesus 
Christ. Ruth was'rewarded by 
becoming part of Israel’s royal 
heritage. 

There are many Ruths in 
today’s. society. Their reward 
may never be as glamourous as 
Ruth's, but they ĉan do no bet- 
ter than caring for an elderly 
parent. 

Parents. are living much 
longer, and often a son or 

daughter takes care of them as 
theirshealth starts to decline. 

‘These heroic people deserve 
place in heaven 
When we.are faced with caring 


grain for Ruth to glean: Thus “fora sick parent or child, we 


Ruth and Naomi experienced 
the compassion that the 
Israelites traditionally showed 
to strangers, widows, ‘and’ 
orphans 

Ruth later married Boaz. 
They had a son Obed, grandfa- 
ther of King David. Ruth a 


Calvery Baptist to 
host fashion show 


PLAINFIELD — It’s a 
spring affair, and what better 
time to show off fashions of the 
millennium — men striking a 
pose— as they do their thing 
on the runway. 

“The Christian Men Step- 
ping Into Fashion,” is one 
event you don’t want to miss. 

The event which is being 


sponsored by the Flower Club 
of Calvery Baptist Church 
located at 324 Monroe Ave., 
Plainfield will take place 
March 25, at 4 p.m. Donations 
are $25. 

For addition ticket informa- 
tion please call: (908) 750-7390 
or (908) 561-5737, 


WANTED: 
EXCEPTIONALLY CARING PARENT 


Right now, right here in New Jersey, there are 
medically fragile children who need 
very special foster parents. 


Yo ie 1-877-NJ FOSTER be 


Call Toll Free 


ua wakes 
sche Gi Coa 
at s 


should see it as a special call 
from God, 

, Accept it as part of God’s 
‘lan? “Answer God's call with 
votion and love, just like 

th, Sure, it can\ tie you 
down, but you will also receive 

a touch of God’s abundant life. 


Rey. Eugene Rivers III hosts 
2nd annual NPCA meeting 


NEWARK— Mayor Sharpe 
James and Police Director Joseph 
D. Santiago, in conjunction with 
Rutgers University, held their 2nd 
meeting of the Newark Police Cler- 
gy Alliance with special guest Rev- 
erend Eugene Rivers IIL 

Director Santiago stated, “The 
Department has been working 
extremely hard during the last 

e years to reduce crime and 
improve the quality of life in our 
neighborhood. We believe to maxi- 
mize our effectiveness it is neces- 
sary to increase community sup- 
port and involvement. In the past 
five months, talking to the clergy, 
the department has learned many 
things, 


One of the primary goals of the 
alliance is to help keep the clergy 
informed with accurate informa- 
tion about the department, its 
operations, policies, procedures 
and police related incidents. 
Because of the alliance, the clergy 

s been armed with accurate 


information about how it operates 
over the past five months. 

The partnership has created a 
forum for the free exchange of 
information. This information has 
been used in the development of 
police policies and procedures that 
may impact the city’s residents. 

“Working with the clergy for 
the past months, the department 
has become more active in the 
development of joint programs 
designed to keep the city’s youth 
from becoming involved in crimi- 
nal activities,” James said. 

Rev Eugene Rivers III best 
known for his National Ten Point 
Leadership Foundation, which he 
is cultivating grassroots church 
leadership in 40 of the most vio- 
lent inner city neighborhoods in 
the country. Rev. Rivers’ Alliance 
was shared at a meeting that Sgt. 
Niles Wilson attended with the 
Police Executive Research Forum 
in July 1999 
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Take this simple test to see how you can save. 


Ne te 


` 
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1. If you live in New 
Jersey, you can choose your 
natural gas and 
electricity suppliers. 

1 True O False 


2. Deregulation and energy 
competition mean you have 
the ability to compare 
your current distribution 
company’s price to supply 
energy and competitive suppliers’ 
prices. 

4) True O False 


3. With New Jersey Energy Choice, 
you automatically save a minimum 
of 15% on your monthly electric bill 
over three years, whether you switch 
suppliers or not. 

0 True U False 


4. You have the ability 
to shop for an 
electricity supplier 
that helps to protect 
the environment by 
using cleaner, more 
efficient power. 

0 True O False 


5. New Jersey has 

strong “anti-slamming” laws 

which protect you from being 

switched to a new supplier 

without your written signature. 
Q True M False 


You guessed it. They’re all true. To 
learn more, call our toll-free hotline 
and ask for your New Jersey Energy 
Choice Enrollment Guide. The more 
you know about the energy you use, 
the more likely you are to save 


money on your monthly energy bills. 


For more information and your Enrollment Guide call: 
New Jersey Energy Choice Toll-Free Hotline: 1-877-NJ5-5678 
TDD: 1-877-864-4725 (For the hearing impaired) 


www.njenergychoice.com 

į This information has been brought to you by: 

NEW JERSEY BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES ¢ UTILITY EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

F Conectiv Power Delivery + GPU Energy * New Jersey Natural Gas Company 

NUI Elizabethtown Gas * PSE&G ° Roekland Electric Company * South Jersey Gas Company * New Jersey Utilities Association 
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Local Briefs 


FISCAL SHOCK TASK 
FORCE BILL ADVANCES 


NEWARK — Five months after 
Assemblyman Donald Tucker's, D- 


29, Newark property revaluation bill 
was signed into law, he is sponsor- 


ing legislation to form a task force 
to study “fiscal shock” in communi- 
ties that haven't undergone a reval- 
uation in decades. 

The Assembly Local Government 
Committee recently released the 
bill, A-1803, that would establish a 
task force to monitor revaluation 
“fiscal shock” in municipalities that 
undertake long overdue property 
revaluations. 


While delayed revaluation can save 
property owners increased taxes, in 


many cases it also puts a strain on 
the local government to provide 
services, " said Tucker. "Revalua- 


tion is a double-edged sword. While 


there should be fair and equitable 
taxes in a township, a revaluation 
shouldn't put more of a burden on 


the residential taxpayers especially 


in communities where ther are tax- 
exempt properties.” 

“Property values can be severly 
undervalued, which in growing 
urban centers may have significant 
“fiscal shock” to the taxpayer,” said 
Tucker. 

The task force outlined in Tucker’s 
bill would be made up of seven 
members — one appointed by the 
‘Assembly Speaker, another 
appointed by the Senate President, 
and the remaining five by the gov- 
emor. 


“Newark was overdue for a revalua- 


tion, but my law protected both the 
taxpayer and the community from 
being forced into a fiscal crisis,” 
said Tucker. 


LAPOLLA WINS 
UNION COUNTY LINE 


UNION — Seventh District Con- 
gressional primary candidate 
Michael J. Lapolla won the Union 
County Democratic organization 
line at a screening of the Board of 
Trustees held at Galloping Hill 
Caterers here Saturday. 

Lapolla garnered the endorsement 
of the Board of Trustees that 
included municipal chairs from 16 
Union County towns located in the 
Tth district 

“It pleases me that the Trustees 
selected me to run on a line with 
the County organization candi- 
dates. | want to work hard in Con- 
gress to get things done for the 
working families that call this area 
home and this endorsement is a 
giant step in that direction,” said 
Lapolla 

Lapolla, who entered the race in 
January, lives with his wife, Susan, 
and three-year old son, Michael 
Edward, 


MARCH 20 IS 
VOTER REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE DAY 


TRENTON — The president of the 
New Jersey School Boards Associ- 
ation recently reminded citizens 
who are not registered to vote that 
they have until March 20 to do so if 
they want to participate in the Year 
2000 annual school board election. 
On April 18, voters will have the 
‘opportunity to approve or reject 
their districts’ proposed 2000-01 
school budgets and to select the 
men and women who will represent 
them on their local boards of edu- 
cation. More than 90 percent of the 
state's 602 local school districts 
have elected boards of education 
Approximately, 1,500 school board 
positions will be on the ballot 
statewide. 

“An effective school board is critical 
to quality education for children,” 
said Charles V. Reilly, NISBA pres- 
ident. ‘These public officials, who 
serve without compensation, set 
the educational policies for the 
school districts, negotiate employee 
contracts, approve the hiring of 
teachers and oversee expenditures 
totalling more than $12 billion 
statewide 

“School board members are the 
largest group of elected and 
appointed public officials in the 
state. Their role is vital to the com- 
munity. New Jersey citizens should 
make every effort to participate in 
the elections.” 


NEWARK — Newark’s pro- 
posed year 2000 municipal budget 
projects a small increase in the tax 
rate, while also absorbing the 
salaries and fringe benefits of 220 
police officers, increasing the oper- 
ating hours of the city’s health clin- 
ics, expanding recreational, cultur- 
al and housing and development 
activities. 

The “2000 Newark Manage- 
ment and Financial Plan,” intro- 
duced recently by Mayor Sharpe 
James’ administration reflects a 
tax increase of 74 cents or three 
percent over the 1999 rate of 
$24.53, and a total increase of 
almost $30.9 million — $21.9 mil- 
lion of which will cover police 


Newark’s budget 


pay the lowest property taxes in 
Essex County,” James said. 

‘The proposal has been present- 
ed to the Newark City Council, 
which now has the responsibility of 
reviewing and introducing the 
spending plan to the public for dis- 
cussion prior to its adoption. 

James called the $555.4 million 
spending plan, “a true millennium 
budget that sets Newark on the 
right track to continue our progress 
and growth well into the 21st cen- 
tury.” 


The most important component 
of the proposal is the public safety 
of Newark’s residents, workers, 
businesses, college students and 
visitors, according to the Mayor. 


personnel previ 
funded by a federal grant that 
expired at the end of last year. 

‘The money also will be used to 
hire an additional 50 school cross- 
ing guards. 

“We have managed to hold the 
line on spending for the last sever- 
al years. The slight increase in the 
tax rate of 3 percent is in line with 
an average annual cost of living 
allowance nationwide and should 
have a minimal effect on Newark 
property owners, who currently 


= 


TRENTON —Senator Ronald 
L. Rice recently called for the Sen- 
ate to pass his bill to encourage 11 
urban school districts to keep ele- 
mentary-school playgrounds and 
facilities for academic enrichment 
open after regular school hours. 

“This represents an important 
step to protect young school chil- 
dren and also assist in their 
development,” said Senator Rice, 
D-Essex. “We're targeting young 
children, elementary school age, 
in urban communities.” 

“Once school lets out, these 
children often get left to their own 
devices until their parents return 
home from work,” he said. “This 
bill would establish someplace 
where these young people can go 
to learn and stay out of harm's 
way too.” 

Senator Rice's bill, S-313, 
would let 11 school districts cre- 
ate organized recreational and 
academic enrichment programs 
for public-school pupils at elemen- 
tary-school playgrounds, gymna- 
siums, and other facilities that 
the schools own, maintain or 


manage. 

The districts include Asbury 
Park, Atlantic City, Camden, 
Elizabeth, Irvington, Jersey City, 
Newark, Passaic, Paterson, Plain- 
field and Trenton. 

The bill further calls on each 
of the 11 school boards to draw up 
a comprehensive plan that details 
the program's objectives in serv- 


the 220 police 
officers and 34 other police depart- 
ment personnel funded under Pres- ~ 
ident Clinton's COPS program 
account for the lion's share of the 
year 2000 budget increase, he” 
‘said. The federal program provided 
Newark with $16.5 million over a 
three year period to hire additional 
police, This amount was matched’ 
by the city. 
The  $115,642,327 Police 
Department budget is the largest 
segment of the city’s operating bud- 


visits Newark school t 


Photo Courtesy of State Senate 


Plainfield resident Dr. James West was recently honored by lawmakers in 
Trenton for his induction into the National Inventors Hall of Fame. West, 
who holds 47 patents, was honored during the Feb. 7 Senate session. 


Rice submits bill to keep school | 
playgrounds open later hours 


ing local residents, its recreation- 
al and academic programs, who 
will supervise it, who can partici- 
pate and how much it will cost. 

Tt would require school dis- 
tricts in these municipalities, if 
the governing body approves and 
passes a local ordinance, to keep 
at least half its elementary-school 
playgrounds, gyms and other 
facilities open after regular school 

jours. 

Senator Rice called on Sena- 
tor Robert Martin, R-Morris, who 
heads the Senate Education Com- 
mittee, to post the bill at the 
panel's next session. 

“This bill addresses the hue 
and cry that we must do more for 
our young people,” Rice said. “The 
state Supreme Court has already 
ordered New Jersey to spend © 
more for urban school children.” 1 

Rice said this bill picks up the 
same theme and tries to improve 1 
the quality of life for urban young | 
people. 

Tn urban communities, Rice ” 
said the scourage of drugs threat- 
ens young lives at every street f 
corner. ‘ 

“Parents instill values in their 
children and then turn them over 
to a sometimes-harsh real world,” 
he said. “With this bill, we try to 
help children retain their positive 
values as we safeguard them from 
the harsh realities of the urban 
landscape.” 


“Mayor Sharpe James 


LB 


get and is a 23.4 percent increase or 
21.9 million more than last year’s. 
James pointed out, “For the first 
time in many years, the table 
organization in our Police Depart- 
ment is at its maximum of 1500 
officers. Their effectiveness is 
acknowledged by the continued 
decline in the crime rate of almost 
45 percent over the last three 


years, 
The $515 million budget for 

Newark’s Fire Department is $2.3 

million more than last year. 


Newark Eighteenth 
Avenue School in Newark 
recently hosted a discussion 
featuring Kiss FM radio per- 
sonalities Bob Slade, Bob Pick- 
ett and James Mtume at the 
school, which is located at 229 
Eighteenth Avenue. 

The radio team was also 
accompanied by Dr. James 
West, a scientist who is a 
National Inventors Hall of 
Fame inductee; Michael Wat- 
son, who is a member of the 
Parents’ Music Resource Coali- 
tion; and a representative from 
100 Blacks in Law Enforce- 
ment. 

The event featured a radio- 
style discussion format and 
covered topics such as enter- 


The $32.3 million proposed by 
the Department of Neighborhood 
and Recreational Services accounts 
for the third largest portion of the 
budget — a $750,000 increase in 
the department's operating budget 
over last year. This as a result from 
litigation that now requires the city 
to pick up refuse at large apart- 
ment complexes. Sanitation ser- 
vices account for nearly 76 percent 


Cultural Affairs which comes 
under Neighborhood and Recre- 
ational Services, also will be 
expanding its programming year 
round and throughout the five, 


wards, James 
Of the total $555.4 million pro- 
posed budget, approximately 


$404.1 million is for municipal pur- 
poses, an increase of $26.1 million 
over last year’s spending plan. An 
additional $84.2 million is for the 
local school district, which has held 
constant for the last five years, and 
$40.6 million is the city’s share of 
taxes to Essex County. 

‘The city’s “Housing 2000” plan 
is to provide land throughout the 
City to developers at nominal 
prices to build two family town- 


Black History. Students also 
had an opportunity to quiz the 
Open Line team. 


Dr. West was inducted 
into the National 
Inventors Hall of Fame 
for inventing the foil 
electret, which is used 
in over 90 percent of 
microphones; the Par- 
ents’ Music Resource 
Coalition is a White 
House panel chaired by 
Tipper Gore. 


tainment, law enforcen 
and science and technology. 
Dr. West and the other 
guests led the discussion, 
which was followed by a ques- 
om ==? answer session on 


“The students are very 
excited about the Kiss presen- 
ters and the other guests that 
came to the school,” said Prin- 
cipal Barbara Coleman. 


holds line on spending 


house-style homes. The goal, 
according to the chief executive, is 
to construct, 2,000 housing units by 
the end of the year. 

Department of Engineer- 


ment markings, hing 
and other traffic control devices. 

“These physical improvements 
near our schools, plus the addition- 
al 50 school crossing guards, are an 
essential element of my commit- 
ment to our children and their par- 
ents to guarantee our youngsters’ 
safety on their way to and from 
school, James noted. 

Newark Department of Health 
and Human Services will continue 
to serve the community through its 
Pediatric Healthcare van and will 
expand the hours of its various clin- 
ics to accommodate more clients 
and make the various health and 
other social services offered by the 
city more accessible to residents, 
according to the Mayors budget 
message. 


Dr. James West, National Inventor Hall of Fame inductee, 
hanks to KISS FM radio station 


“Many of them were pre- 
pared for the event by carrying 
out research, utilizing the 
school library and local 
libraries, and accessing the 
Internet.” 

All students at the pre- 
kindergarten through fifth- 
grade school were able to 
attend the event and some 
were selected by a panel of 
teachers, staff developers and 
the school librarian to repre- 
sent the school during the quiz 
session. 

Dr. West was inducted into 
the National Inventors Hall of 
Fame for inventing the foil 
electret, which is used in over 
90% of microphones; the Par- 
ents’ Music Resource Coalition 
is a White House panel chaired 
by Tipper Gore; and 100 Blacks 
in Law Enforcement addresses 
racial equality and justice 
issues in law enforcement. 


Heating System Repairs Can 


Really Break Your Budget 


PSE&G's WorryFree™ Replacement 
Parts Service Contracts help you 
avoid paying unexpected bills. Why 
pay charges as high as $340 for 
the parts and labor to repair a 
failed blower motor, or $250 for 
a broken valve or circuit board? 


WorryFree Replacement Parts 
Service Contracts cover the cost 
and labor for parts that fail most 
often on your home heating, water 
heating and air conditioning 
equipment. All calls are handled 
in order of requestt. 


Low monthly payments charged 
to your utility bill, neighborhood 
technicians and quality service 
from the company that’s been 
serving your community for the 
past 100 years! What are you 
waiting for? 


Send no mo: now. 

Simply fill in and mail back the 
order form below to: 

PSE&G WorryFree Service Center 
P.O. Box 1757 

Newark, NJ 07101-9680 


or call today! 
1-800-269-PSEG (7734) 


Please have the code, indicated in the 
box below, ready to speed up your call. 


——E | 
! Newark resident named contest Shee 0% wh 3 
AT ' en you sign up for 3 or more! 
i finalist in Essence model search Yes! 1 want to sign up for a full year of WorryFree coverage' for just 12 monthly payments of ... 
Fax your local H A PAS baL po of cOperabsiyoulnead, | ESC Acasa iene ests Coe 
; Willis was named as a finalist e oa RN 
of the Essence cover model Hy 7 oume  PerMena Name 
search with Wilhelmina Mod- U Gas furnace or boiler % 
t . els. How Many? Street Address 
news to: Willis was one of the 7,000 O Electric Centrai a/c «$7.00 
entrants from mail entries: : How Many? Se ar a te 
She will be one of the ten finale O Gas Water Heater $1.00 j 
ists flown to New York City to How Many? Area Code/Phone Number 
. compete for more than $15,000 Q Electric Water Heater $1.00 
City News în modeling contracts and Ear i Ee 
prizes, an apperance on am n 
Essence cover in the year Mime ver bo pur two water 
2000, and tickets to televised re kirs cans pis rantana a eer? avalabe 
Essence Awards being held on working as Possible, There is never a coped Pa 
(973) 642-5444 April 4, at Radio City Musie E eo t : 
Hall. ‘tat ADA of Bere Earp Groupee 
‘The first prize is a guaran meme URE, PSE 
teed Wilhelmina modeling con- 
tract worth $50,000. We make things work for you. 


Valencia Willis 
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MARCH 15-21 


MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY 
WOMEN'S CENTER EVENTS 


UPPER MONTCLAIR — Latina Day. 
“Dominican York", a pertormance/lec- 
ture by Dominican performer Josefina 
Baez, Dickson Hall, Room 178., 
March 15, at 9 am 


President Susan A. Cole will host the 
Presidential Achievement awards. 
Dickson Hall, Room 178, March 16, 
at 3 p.m. 


Celebrate MSU's Women Studies 
Major with an open mike/poetry slam 
Student Center Ballroom B on March 
20, at 12 p.m. 


A women’s coffeehouse and gallery 
will be held to showcase women's cre- 
ativity in the Student Center 
Rathskellar, on March 20, at 7 p.m. 


A reading and discussion about 
women with disabilities will be held 
March 21, at 3 p.m., Dickson Hall, 
Room 178. 


Call (973) 655-5114 for more informa- 
tion. 


MARCH 15-29 


THE NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY'S EVENTS 


NEWARK — Artist Mary Ann Miller 
will be discussing her artwork on 
March 15, from 12:15 to 1p.m 


New Jerseysinger Nancy Schill will be 
performing her tunes on March 22, 
from 12:15 to 1pm 


A discussion on Alice Paul, founder of 
the National Women's Party, will be 
held March 29, from 12:15 to 1p.m 


‘Admission is free for all programs. 
Call (973) 596-8500. 


MARCH 23 


NEWARK — The Salvation Army of 
Essex presents a fashion boutique to 
assist “Welfare to Work participants’, 
at the Salvation Army's Newark West 

Corps from 11a.m. to 1 pm. Call 
(973) 623-5959, ext 211 or (973) 648- 
4749. 


MARCH 30 


NIN Public Television will be airing 
Hobson Pilot-A Musical 
NJN broadcasts on 
Channels 23,50, 52, 58 and all New 
Jersey cable systems. 10:30 p.m: 


Harpist Ann Hobson Pilot performs| 
her works on television March 30. 


[WOMEN IN JAZZ FESTIVAL | 


The Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture and 
The New York Public Library pre- 
sent a jazz festival at the 
Langston Hughes Auditorium, 
New York City. 


MARCH 20 


Join Emma Kemp and the 
Spelman College Jazz Ensemble 
at7 p.m 


MARCH 27 


Carmen Lundy and Lenora 


Zenzalai Helm perform at 7 p.m 


‘armen Lundy will perform 
New York on March 27, 7 


Carol Patterson Brooks, right, accepts her award from Jeff Burns, Jr. 
at the Ebony Outstanding Women awards at the Hilton Towers in New 


York. 


By Kelly Foster 
Staff Writer 


NEW YORK — She has an 
impressive resume: she’s one of 
Business News New Jersey’s Top 
20 Business People; she’s won the 
National Black Public Relations 
Society’s Founders Award and the 
Network Journal's 40 Under 40 
Award; the company she started 
recently won the New Jersey 
Chapter of the International 
Association Business 
Communicators’ IRIS Awards of 
Excellence and Merit; and 
PRAME awards from the 
National Alliance of Market 
Developers. 


She is one of the few public 
relations professionals to be certi- 
fied by the Public Relations 
Society of America. And, if that 
wasn’t enough, she was honored 
by Ebony Magazine as one of their 
outstanding women in marketing 
and communications for her 
entrepreneurial skills. 

Brooks had a yearning to 
start her own company. She had 
the business acum and the con- 


cts. 
So, after feeling overworked 
and underappreciated, Brooks 
founded Correct Communication, 
Iti-cult 


Insurance 
Company, Colgate-Palmolive, The 
Gillette | Company, and 


Maybelline, among others. 

Brooks said the most difficult 
part of being in the corporate 
world is dealing with the “Old Boy 
Network” — the traditional power 
structure of white men. Her 
biggest challenge was being taken 
seriously. 

It has been difficult for her to 
get into the right circles, she said. 

“It was pretty much a white 
man’s world,” she said, “but that’s 
changing now.” 

Fortunately, she had a myriad 
of experience. Before she started 
Correct, Brooks had developed 
communications strategies for 
General Motors, Miller Brewing 
Company SmithKline Beecham 
and the House of Seagram, while 
serving as director of The Mingo 
Group. 

ior to the Mingo Group, 
Brooks Vibha E the City of 
Newark Essence 
ICuiinica tions, She said her 
business skills were honed from 
networking at Essence. 

Other projects keep Brooks on 
her toes. In keeping with the 
theme of multiculturalism, 
Brooks has formed a collaboration 
with Arcos Ci 
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the way they look at ethnically 
targeted marketing and Cross 
Cultures is here to help.” 

CC's advertising campaign, 
which is due in May, reflects the 

e're using this 
We'd like to have 

s for our first year,” 
Brooks declared. 

All this sounds impressive, 
but Brooks has more on her plate 
Somehow, she finds the time to 
teach a public relations course 
twice a week at Seton Hall 
University, as an adjunct. profes: 
sor. She also conducts workshops 


‘Collectively, people of 
color make up the 
majority of the world’s 
population. As 
America’s demograph- 
ies shift, clients are 


control 


and Hispanic public relations and 
outreach Senator Bill 
Bradley's presidential campaign 
Since the campaign season has 
been underway, Brooks has been 
especially busy, usually working 
from about 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Brooks’ admiration for her 
industry colleagues is evident 
She admires people like Dorothy 
Brunson, owner of a television 
station in Philadelphia. 

“I think she’s the first Black 
woman to own a TV industry. 
She's a pioneer in communica- 
tions, very down to earth, and she 
makes a lot of money. I want to be 
like her ” Brooks cheerfully con- 
fesse 

an among her circle of 
admirers is Pat Tobin, who owns a 
public relations firm and is the 
national president of the National 
Black Public Relations Society. 
Brooks met her at Essence, and 
was impressed with the respect 


to 
the way they look at 
ethnically targeted 
maketing.’ 


Carol Patterson 
Brooks 
and presentations at leading 


industry functions including the 
International Event Group annu- 
al 


ns, a 
Latino-oriented firm, and with 
David Eng communications, an 
Asian focused agency. 

The product is Cross Cultures, 
a multicultural marketing com- 
munications company. Their first 
client is Center Care Health Plan, 
New York City’s eighth largest 

[MO. 


people of color 


a 
pany, in 1992, CC. deals! with 
advertising, public relations, 
event marketing; ‘and. strategic 


make up the majority of the 
world’s population,” said Brooks, 
“As America’s demographics shift 
clients are beginning to change 


Women of the media unite: (l-r) Ann Tripp of 98.7 Kiss FM, Pat Prescott of CD101.9 FM, and Anna Carbonell 
of WNBC, Channel 4, take a minute to strike a pose at the Ebony awards event in New York City. 


rence, Marketing 


Opportunities | in Black 
Entertainment, and EPM 
Entertainment Marketing 
Conference. 


The varied atmosphere of a 
marketing and public relations 
company keep Brooks happily 
occupied. She is not the kind of 
person who thrives on monotony 

“I like the flexibility and free- 
dom of being on my own,” she 
said. 


Correct is currently directing 
the national African-American 


Tobin from her 
clients. 

“She took me under her wing, 
and she continues to share infor- 
mation with me, like telling me 
at to watch out for, and the 
games people play.” 

Winning the Ebony award 
was a humbling experience for 
Brooks. She was exhilarated to be 
honored along with Caroline 

founder of Caroline Jones 


an to 
a These 
women(other award recipients) 
set the standard. It’s a privilege 
to be recognized with a person like 
that.” 

What is the secret of her suc- 
cess? “Doing what you love ani 
making a profit,” said Brooks, 
but also being able to maintain 
your integrity.” 

For example, CC wi not take 
tobacco companies as clients. 


Rev. Al Sharpton shakes hands with a guest before giving the invoca- 
ton at the Ebony event in New York City. Photos by Kelly Foster 


A HISTORY OF FIRSTS. A LEGACY TO LAST 
THE EXTRAORDINARY CAREER OF ELAINE R. JONES 


By Kelly Foster 
Staff Writer 


Elaine R. Jones is accus- 
tomed to being first. 

As the President and 
Director-Counsel of the NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund, and its 
first female leader, Jones has 
accumulated countless acco- 
lades and honors, both during 
her current term and during the 
two decades of experience as a 
lawyer and civil rights activist. 

Jones was recently honored 
as one of 10 remarkable 
African-Americans in the legal 
profession by Court TV, in their 
series Great Legal Minds in 
African American History. The 
channel ran a series throughout 
February, coinciding with Black 
History Month. 

The LDF, a public interest 
law firm dedicated to pursuing 
equal rights, has offices in New 
York, Washington DC, and Los 
Angeles. It was founded in 
1940 and is the nations oldest 
law firm that battles for civil 
rights for women and people of 
color. Though founded by the 
NAACP, LDF remains a sepa- 
rate entity from it, complete 
with separate board program, 
staff, office, and budget. 
Lawyers for LDF have success- 
fully argued many state court 


cases as well as U.S. Supreme 
Court cases that abolished dis- 
crimination and racial segrega- 
tion. One such example is the 
well known Brown v. Board of 
Education, in which public 
school segregation was officially 
overturned. 

As a child, Jones dreamed of 
pursuing a career committed to 
pursuing justice, knowing since 
the age of eight that she wanted 
to champion for equal rights as 
a lawyer. 

Upon her graduation from 
Howard University, 


became one of the first African- 
Americans to serve in Turkey. 
She quickly followed that feat 
by becoming the first Black 
woman to enroll and graduate 
from the University of Virginia 
law school. 

Shortly after law school, 
Jones joined the LDF, turning 
down an offer to join a presti- 
gious Wall Street Firm. At LDF 
she was one of the first African 
American women to defend 
deathrow inmates. 

In the landmark 1972, case 
Furman v. Georgia, Jones 
served as counsel of record in a 
case that abolished the death 
penalty in 37 states. 

Another “first” awaited 
Jones when she originated the 
position of legislative advocate 
in Washington, D.C. office of 


Jones | 
joined the Peace Corps and_ 


the LDF. She committed her- 


‘self to defending people who 


had been left out of the econom- 
ic, political, and social main- 
stream developed a reputation 
as an accomplished negotiator. 

nder Jones’ supervision, 
the LDF played a pivotal role in 
getting the following legislative 
landmarks passed: Voting 
Rights Act Amendments Of 
1982, the Fair Housing Act of 
1988, the Civil Rights 
Restoration Act of 1988, and the 
Civil Rights Act of 1991. 


American 
Association Board of Coverage. 
becoming the first African- 
American woman to hold that 


to 


distinction. Though that term 
ended in 1992, she continues to 
be active in various other legal 
and civil rights associations. 

Since 1993, when Jones was 

pointed Director-Counsel, 

LDF has broadened its agenda 
to include environmental jus- 
tice and health care reform, 
while continuing to fight for 
equal rights in employment, 
housing, education and other 
areas. 

What is next for this woman 
who has broken so many legal 
barriers during such an illustri- 
ous career? Surely more 
awards, accolades, and achieve- 
ments, but for her it’s not what 
is next, but what was first. 


NAACP Legal Defense Fund President and Director-Counsel Elaine R. 
Jones was honored by Court TV in February for her outstanding 
career. Ms. Jones has served the Legal Defense Fund for over twenty 
years and has achieved an outstanding career by breaking barriers in 


the legal world. 


Pictures courtesy of the Legal Defense Fund 
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NO 
JUSTICE 
NO 
PEACE’ 


By Gilda Rogers 
Staff Writer 


The war for civil rights is in 
full-effect mode 

Protesters from across the 
nation, approximately 3,000, 
strong assembled in Washington 
D.C. on March 2 to call for jus- 
tice for Amadou Diallo, the West 
African immigrant who was shot 
41 times by four New York police 
offices 

They came arm in arm carry- 
ing banners and signs with 
phrases like “Police Training 
101, Its a Wallet, Not a Gun,” 
and chanting “No justice! No 
peace,” that spoke to the injus- 
tices plaguing Black Americans. 

Local organizations like 
Peoples Organization for 
Progress (POP) , Women In 
Support of the Million Man 
March (WISOMMM), Black 
Cops Against Police Brutality 
(BKAP) and others made their 
presence known in the captial. 

These organizations joined 
forces with Rev. Al Sharpton, 
the parents of Amadou Diallo, 
Kodiatu and Saikou Diallo, and 
others — former New York City 
Mayor, David Dinkins, activist 
Dick Gregory, and the wife of 
Rev. Jesse Jackson, Jackie, in 
seeking justice through the fed- 
eral court. 

Surely, Diallo’s civil rights 
were violated, when police offi- 
cers Sean Carroll, Edward 
McMellon, Kenneth Boss and 
Richard Murphy fired a hail- 
storm of bullets into the 
unarmed West African immi- 


Surely, the Civil 
Rights Divsion of 
the Justice 
Department should 
be able to sort 
through the mess 
the prosecution 
made in 
presenting, what 
many considered 
an open 
and shut case. 


grant 

Surely, the Civil Rights 
Division of. the Justice 
Department should be able to 
sort through the mess the prose- 
cution made in presenting, what 
many, considered, an open and 
shut cas 

The prosecution failed to 
cross examine key witnesses ani 
did not attempt to take TRSN 
to the scene of the crime. 

Now U.S. Attorney Mary Jo 
White, is reviewing evidence to 
decide if there were any federal 
civil rights violations in the 
shooting. The officers involved 
could face federal charges. 

However, to get a Gie tanai 
it would be necc 
federal prosecution to We that 
the officers premeditated in 
denying Diallo his civil rights. 


Diallo was black and peering ae 
of his front door made him 
appear suspicious. 

The acquital verdict, which 
the officers received, has galva- 
nized people of all nationalities, 
pawned an outcry for 
S Tike these to be 
exposed for what they are — a 
total white wash. 

Vote.com has just posted a 
new referendum asking whether 
federal charges should be filed in 
the Diallo case. All votes will be 
sent to the U.S. Department of 
Justice. This is an important 
and controversial issue.We 
encourage you to log in and 
make your vote count at 
http//www.vote.com. 


Photos by Wiliam Frazier artistic design by Herb Glenn 
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Heartbeat 
Calendar 


MARCH 13 


NEW BRUNSWICK — 
Hyacinth Aids Foundation and ne 
New Jersey State Foundation pre- 
sent a free, full-day legal informa- 
tion workshop. Pe Jersey Law 
Center. 9 am. to 3 p.m. (732) 
937-7518 


MARCH 15 


CLARK — The American Cancer 
society invites Union County resi- 
dents, local businesses, volun- 
teers and cancer survivors to 
ae the ACS Relay for Life Kick- 

event at the Casual Times 
Restaura 1085 Central Ave. 7 


MARCH 16 


BELLE MEAD — The Carrier Clin- 
ic will host a lecture on 
Alzheimer’s Disease, at the Atkin- 
son Amphitheater Route, 6 

p.m. Free to the general pul 
le Eo; 281-1461. 


BERKELEY HEIGHTS — The 
monthly Caregiver/Alzheimer Sup- 
port Group of Runnells Special- 
ized Hospital will meet from 1 p.m. 
to 2 p.m. atthe Family Conference 
Center. (908) 771-5835. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — St. Peter's 
University Hospital is sponsoring a 
blood drive from 11 a.m. to 5 

m.in the hospital's conference 
center. (732) 745-8528 


MARCH 21 


ELIZABETH — Union County Col- 
lege is hosting an open house on 
nursing careers in the 

from 7 to 8 pm. (908) 7097518. 


BRIDGEWATER — The American 
Cancer Society is sponsoring uet 
annual Relay for Life. The Som 

set County Kick-off will be held ‘at 
the Somerville Elks Lodge, from 6 
to 8 p.m. (908) 725-4664 


MARCH 23 


SCOTCH PLAINS — The Moth- 
er's Center of Central New Jersey 
presents the workshop "Ten 
Things to Expect form Your Child- 
care Provider" at the Scotch Plains 
Public Library, Bartle Ave. 8 p.m. 

ree and open to the public 
(908)561-1751 


Arthritis Foundation 
takes guess-work 
out of alternative 
therapies 


ISELIN — The Arthritis 
Foundation has released a first- 
of-its-kind book, “The Arthritis 
Foundation’s Guide to Alterna- 
tive Therapies,” answering the 
public’s growing demand for 
unbiased, medically sound 
information and advice on the 
burgeoning marketplace in 
alternative treatments. 

his authoritative guide 
will help both people with 
arthritis and their physicians 
make informed health decisions 
regarding alternative therapies 
and help close the information 
gap between these groups. 

“We've found that people 
with arthritis are increasingly 
using alternative therapies and 
have lots of questions,”says Dr. 
Kenneth Bahit, Chair of the 
Patient and 

Education Serviccs Commit- 
tee for the New Jersey Chapter. 
“Unfortunately, most aren't dis- 
cussing their use of alternative 
therapies with physicians.” 

Physicians know it, too. Yet, 
despite this fact. only 40 per- 
cent of physicians initiate a dis- 
cussion on alternative therapies 
with their patients, according to 
an exclusive study commis- 
sioned by Arthritis Today, the 


Arthritis Foundation’s 
bimonthly, consumer health 
magazil 


We | bone this book will pro- 
vide a level of education and 
understanding about alterna- 
tive therapies and encourage 
discussion between people with 
arthritis and their physicians,” 
says Dr. Bahrtt. “But this book 
doesn’t endorse any one form of 
treatment over another or 
replace the advice of a physi- 


ian. 

“The Arthritis Foundation’s 
Guide to Alternative Therapies” 
was reviewed for accuracy by 
more than 50 physicians and 
health care experts. 

The book delves into areas 
such as alternative healing sys- 
tems; mind) body and spirit; 
prayer and spirituality; mas- 
sage and bodywork; food and 


arthritis; herbs and supple- 
ments. 
“This book should help 


physicians and patients learn 
how alternative therapies may 
be integrated with mainstream 
medicine to make a difference 
in someone’s overall health,” 
says Bill Arnold, waT 
rheumatologist and chief med- 
ical editor of this book. 
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Congressman John Lewis sponsor bill to bridge health care gap 


Photo Files 


U.S. Representative John Lewis, standing, during a Freehold luncheon earlier 


this year. 


TBy U.S. Representative John Lewis 


Health care is not a privilege. 
It is a fundamental human right 
It is a civil right. And, just like 
the right to vote and the right to 
equal opportunities in education, 
housing and employment, we 
need to make sure that this right 
is available to all of our nation's 
citizens, regardless of race, color, 
ethnicity, sex or income. 

The statistics speak for them- 
selves, African American men 
have the lowest life expectancy of 
all Americans: 66 years versus 
74 years for white men. African 
Americans have a cancer death 
rate about 35 percent higher 
Fe that for whites. The inci- 
rate for lung cancer in 
ned American men is about 
50 percent higher than for white 
men. Native Hawaiian men also 
have elevated rates of lung can- 
cer. Alaska Native men and 
women suffer from higher rates 
of cancers of the colon and rec- 
tum than do whites. Vietnamese 
women in the United States have 
a cervical cancer incidence rate 
more than five times greater 
than white women. hispanic 
women also suffer elevated rates 
of cervical cancer. Infant death 
rates among African American, 
\merican Indians and Alas! 
Natives, and Hispanics are way 
above the national average: 

Minority populations are at a 
much greater risk for Sudden 


Infant Death Syndrome. Racial 
and ethnic minorities have high- 
er rates of hypertension, tend to 
develop hypertension at an earli- 
er age, and are less likely to 
undergo treatment to control 
their high blood pri 
prevalence of diabete: 
Americans is approximately 
percent higher than whites 
the prevalence in Hispanics is 
nearly double that of whit 
These are but a few examples of 
the gross racial and ethnic dis- 
parities in health and health 
care 


A Georgetown University 
study published in the New Eng- 
land Journal of Medicine found 
that the race and sex of patients 
influence physician recommen- 
dations for cardiac catherization, 
the standard diagnostic proce- 
dure for coronary artery disea: 
The odds that African Americans 
who go to the doctor complaining 
of chest pains will be referred for 
catherization are only 60 percent 
of those odds for Caucasian men. 
The odds for African American 
women are only 40 percent. The 
study acknowledges that “the 
disparity lin making the refer- 
rals for treatment] may be the 
result of overt prejudice by physi- 
cians. 

Our nation has made unbe: 
lievably great advances in sci- 
ence and medicine. At the same 
time, today in our nation, minori- 
ties suffer more severe health 


March is National Kidney Month 


Did you know March is 
National Kidney Month and 
that 6000 people are currently 
awaiting a life-saving kidney 
transplant in New York and 
New Jersey? 

Why not help save lives by 
donating your used car or real 
estate to the National Kidney 
Foundation of New York/New 
Jersey. 

As “America’s #1 choice for 
car donations,” the Foundation 
will pick up the vehicle free of 
charge and issue a letter which 
can be used for tax purposes. All 


donations help fund the Kidney 
Foundation in its fight to drive 
down the incidence of kidney, 


hypertensive. and urological 
diseases which affect one in four 
people. 


Through programs funded 
by the public, including organ 
donor awareness, cutting edge 
research and support efforts 
that help families and patients, 
the National Kidney 


National Kidney 
Foundation of 
New York/New 
Jersey at 800- 

63-DONATE 


of NY/NJ is a eri resource 
that touches the lives of thou- 
sands of people who may be your 
family, friends or neighbors. 


Melatonin: Nature’s fountain of youth, 
prevents cancer, aids in depression 


A question and inter- 
view session with Marilyn 
Toh Kondwahi 


heart disease, 
jet lag, manic 


birth control, 
hypertension, 


(NNPA) — Q. What is 
melatonin? 


A. Melatonin is a major 
hormone produced by most liy- 
ing creatures even algae. In 
humans it is produced at night- 
time by the pineal gland locat- 
ed in the middle of the brain. 
Melatonin helps to set and con- 
trol the internal clock that gov- 
erns the natural rhythms of 
the body: Each night the 
pineal gland produces mela- 
tonin to help people fall asleep. 
Melatonin levels usually peak 

t about 2 a.m. and decrease 
gradually during the early 
morning hours until sunrise 
when production stops in 
response to sunlight. 
tonin has been continuously 
researched since Dr. Aaron 
Lerner discovered it in 1958 at 
Yale University. 


). Wh: 
wonderful? 


is melatonin so 


A. According to Dr. Ray 
Sahelian of the Melatonin & 
Longevity Research Institute, 
over 40 million Americans with 
insomnia who have used mela- 
tonin feel that it has allowed 
them to avoid restless nights 
without having to use prescrip- 
tion sleeping pills, alcohol, val- 
ium or other drugs that could 
be addictive or other wise 
harmful to their bodies. 

The Harvard Health Letter 
calls melatonin a natural 
sleeping pill that shifts the 
body clock in to the desired 
direction. When taken 
between three and six p.m., 
melatonin tricks the body into 
thinking that dusk comes soon- 
er so people become sleepy ear- 
lier, helping insomniacs fall 
asleep at 10 or 11 p.m. instead 
of tossing and turning all 
night, 


Q. What are the major 
benefits of melatonin? 


Besides helping people to 
get to sleep naturally, mela- 
tonin has been found to be 
helpful for almost every ail- 
ment because getting a good 
night sleep helps the body 
function better overall. People 
suffering with AIDS, allergies, 
Alzheimer’s, arthritis, asthma, 


sleep , si 
and ae ‘health concerns have 
all reported improvement in 
their conditions using mela- 
tonin 


Q. How does melatonin 
work? 


Melatonin is a powerful 
anti-oxidant. It improves the 
immune system helping it to 
function better and therefore 
prevent disease. There have 
been studies done where mice 
given melatonin in their drink- 
ing water experienced an 
increase in life span by 25 per- 
cent. 


Q. Is melatonin safe? 


A. Women who wish to 
become pregnant should avoid 
using melatonin. Since our 
bodies usually produce suffi- 
cient melatonin to regulate 
sleep patterns until middle 
age, most people will not need 
to use it until after age 40. 
Researchers at the National 
Heart Institute in Bethesda, 
MA gave mice huge doses, 800 
mg per kilogram of body weight 
in an attempt to find a lethal 
dose. The mice exhibited no 
significant ills nor has there 
ever been a person to die as a 
result of using melatonin. 

The only unpleasant side 
effects include: fuzzy thinking 
for a few minutes in the morn- 
ing upon awakening, unpleas- 
ant dreams, and in rare cases 
low mood in those people who 
are prone to depression. 


Q. What is the suggested 
dosage? 


A. Dr. Ray Sahelian, MD, 
author of “Melatonin/Nature’s 
Sleeping Pill,” suggests since 
melatonin is produced only in 
darkness, people should dim 
the lights in their homes for at 
least one hour before bedtime. 

Following treatment on 
thousands of. patients in his 
practice with melatonin, Dr. 
Sahelian found the usual 
dosage for maximum benefit is 
a mere one of two mg. taken 
before bedtime; however, Dr. 
Sahelian reports taking 40 mg 
then sleeping eight hours with 
no residual side effects the 
next day 


The National Kidney Foun- 
dation is dedicated to the treat- 
ment and cure of kidney and 
urinary tract diseases, improv- 
ing the health and well-being of 


individuals and families affect- 
ed by these diseases and 
increasing the availability of all 
organs for transplantation. The 
Foundation receives no govern- 
ment support and relies soley on 
the generosity of corporations 
and individuals such as you 
The Foundation welcomes gifts 
of appreciated securities. 


information on 


63- “DONATE. 


and die at a much 
higher rate than whites as a 
result of treatable healtn condi- 
tions. In fact, in many instances, 
norities aren't even offered or 


problem 


nditions. Poverty, 
nd the inability to 
h care keep many 
ag healthy, happy 


Here we are in the 21st cen- 
tury, determining who gets what 
when and how based 
on the color of the person’s skin 
or the weight of his wallet. This 
is not fair. This is not just. 

That is why I have joined 


Se is 

did with the Civ Rights Act 
of 1964 and the Voting Rights 
ct of 1965, by focusing attention 
nd 1 
problem 
take an 


with this bill, we will 
important step toward 
bridging the health care gap that 


d I intend to work 
r Kennedy, Members 

sional Black Cau- 
an Pacific Caucus 
ucus and others 
to fight and struggle just as hard 
to make sure we see the other 
side of this one. 


Your chances of losmg 
your baby are twice those 
of a white mother. 


Do you want to dg 
something about fig 


Black mothers are more than two times as likely as white mothers to lose their babies 


before their first birthday. 


Ith and Senior Services wants you and your 


and after delivery. 


To learn more, call us at 1-888-4 | 4-BIBS. 


Black Infants - Better Survival 
1-888-414-BIBS 


e from The New Jersey Depart 


www.state. 


is/health/bibs 


it of Health and Senior Services 


WZ 


Christine Todd Whitman, Governor 


ni Braxton He Wasn't 


To 
Man Enough (LaFace Records) 


Singer Toni Braxton has 
been known for her lamenting 
love songs that have nice, 
smooth grooves thanks to the 
range of her husky voice and 
Babyface’s producing skills. 

On the single, “He Wasn't 
Man Enough,” off the albit, 
“The Heat,” which is set for an 
April 25 release, Braxton carries 
that same torch that ignites 
those songs about no good men, 
but with a new twist. 

In the song, Braxton is 
telling another woman about her 
experience with the woman’s 
fiance — Braxton’s ex-boyfriend. 
Also new is producer Rodney 
Jerkins — known for the Brandy 
and Monica duet “The Boy Is 
Mine” — who produced this sin- 
gle with a melodic R&B uptempo 
flow that provides a nice intro- 
duction to Braxton’s album 


Tina Turner Twenty Four- 
Seven (Virgin Records) 


When you're hot, you're hot, 
and Tina Turner knows all too 
well what that meai “Enter 
Twenty Four-Seven,” her latest 
album, that is as smooth as 
those trademark legs 

‘urner shines more on bal- 
lads like “Don’t Leave Me This 
Way,” and “Falling.” Tina also 
becomes empowering in “All The 
” talking about not buy- 
ing into media images of what a 
person should be, and brings the 
‘Absolutely Noth- 


This is not the best of Tina, 
but does not fall below the status 
of a well-made album with its 
light pop sound with a mix of 
classical and slight club music. 


By Deepti Hajela 


NEW YORK (AP) — The subject of 
Mos Def’s letter to the hip-hop community 
was simple — 41 bullets. Forty-one shots 
fired by four white officers at an unarmed 
black man in the Bronx; 41 shots that 
sparked weeks of protests. 

The anger at the death of Amadou 
Diallo got the rapper thinking _ about 
Diallo, about police brutality, about the 


they are police targets. And about what he 
and his fellow artists could do about it. 


The result, a multi-song project 
against police brutality called “Hip-hop 
for Respect,” is due out in late March on 
Rawkus Records — with the profits going 
to organizations that fight police brutali- 
ty 


The project is being completed after a 
jury in Albany on Feb. 25 found the four 
white officers innocent of all charges in 
Diallo’s killing. Defense attorneys argued 
their clients fired because they thought 
the young African immigrant had pulled a 
gun out of his pocket; it turned out to have 
been a wallet. 

But Mos, who is known for a socially 
conscious hip-hop, wrote his letter almost 
a year ago, just weeks after Diallo's killing 
in February 1999, to ask fellow rappers to 
join the project 

fe come from communities that don’t 
have nobody to speak for them,” the letter 
“Now I'm askin’ you and anybody 
whafloak hi Gi this TRASE heer w det 


Mos Def 


and show your heart ... to love the people 
who love you back by speaking out against 
the injustices that they suffer.” 

And they did come forward — from 
MTV. Known rappers like the Wu-Tang 
Clan’s Cappadonna and Flip Mode 
Squad’s Rah Digga to hip-hop legends like 
Kool G. Rap and De La Soul’s Maseo are 
involved. 


Rappers join in fight for justice in Amadou Diallo case 


About 60 rappers spent a couple of 

ays last April spitting lyrics for the “Hip- 
Hop for Respect” project. Four songs — “1 
4 Love,” “Protective Custody,” “Shade 
Never Knows,” and “1 4 Love, Part 2” — 
are to be released by Rawkus on March 
2 


L 

While Diallo’s death was the catalyst 
for the project and is the subject for many 
of the verses, the larger focus is police 
brutality, said Mos’ partner, Talib Kweli. 

“I compare it to a town hall meeting 
where artists in our generation get to air 
what they feel about it,” he said. “It’s just 
something that needs to be heard. It’s not 
about saying, ‘Oh please stop.’ It’s about 
respecting ourselves enough to say ...we're 
not going to allow ourselves to be treated 
like this.” 

From Shabaam Sahdeegq: “Too many of 
my guys have become moments of 
silence.Laws take lives and condone it 
through sirens and nightsticks.” 

Common raps, “Yo, you wanna know 
how to improve on the quality of life/ Try 
respectin’ it, step in my zone with that 
madness and I’m checking it.” 

“As people we have to stand up,” Posd- 
nuos from De La Soul said at a video tap- 
ing for “1 4 Love,” which took place at a 

jueens shooting range. “Hopefully it can 
make people aware of the situation.” 

New York City crime rates have fallen 
dramatically during Mayor Rudolph Giu- 
liani’ administration. Civil liberties 
advocates argue that the fight against 
crime has led to police brutality directed 


at minority communities, but city officials 
and many other people maintain the 
police are doing their best at a very diffi- 
cult job. 

Mos said those who refuse to recognize 
the existence of police brutality do so at 
their own risk. 

“This is a very foolish attitude for folks 
to have, to think ... it doesn’t affect them,” 
he said. “It may not affect them today, it 
may not affect them next month ... but you 
can expect the consequence of that type of 
activity to arrive on everybody's doorstep 
at some point or another.” 

The project follows other hip-hop col- 
lectives that spoke out against violence 
and gang warfare: “Self-Destruction” from 
Stop the Violence in 1988 and “We're All 
in the Same Gang” by The West Coast 
Rap All-Stars in 1990. 

At a time when mainstream hip-hop is 
dominated by images of materialism and 
fast living, a cause like this is welcome, 
said King Kirk of the Sporty Thievz 

“Hip-hop is missing a message right 
now,” he said. “This is something, it’s fora 
real cause. ... It can make everybody look 
at the subject more seriously.” 

King Kirk said hip-hop artists would 
be lying to their fans by not exploring dif- 
ficult issues like police brutality, and 
Kweli said this would be especially harm- 
ful to young people who make up much of 
the rap audience.“Hip-hop is the only 
thing these children are listening to,” he 
said. “If you claim to represent people, 
you have to really represent them.” 


Maurice White reveals recent reclusion from public eye 


By David Bauder 


NEW YORK (AP) — Earth, 
Wind &Fire is riding a wave of 
renewed interest in its 70s hits and 
was inducted in the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame recently. The band’s 
leader, however, has been off the 
road for five years and is now 
revealing why: He has Parkinson’s 

isease. 

Maurice White says the chron- 
ic neurological disorder prevents 
him from performing regularly 
with the band he started three 
decades ago. 

He's publicly discussing his 
health for the first time. 

“I just want to stop the rumors, 
so people will know where I'm at,” 
he said in an interview 

Earth, Wind & Fire's hort 
ven soul hits “Shining Star,” “All ‘n’ 
All’ and “September” were adil 
staples of the 1970s. 

White was with the rest of the 
band for the ceremony March 6 in 
New York City, joining a Hall of 
Fame cli that included Eric 
Clapton, James Taylor, Bonnie 
Raitt, the Moonglows and the 

vin’ Spoonful 

It’s a particularly sweet honor 
for White, who alwa; he 
wanted the band’s music to aed 
instead of just entertain. 

“That was the whole objective, 
to try to inspire young people to 
believe in themselves and to follow 
through on their ideas,” he sai 


New Jersey State 
Opera to perform 
“Aida” at NJPAC 


The New Jersey State 
Opera will feature two perfo 
mances of the stage classic, “Aida,” 
at the New Jersey Performing Arts 
Center on March 17 at 7:30 p.m., 
and March 19 at 3 p.m. 

‘The play, conducted by mae- 
stro Alfredo Silipigni, will 
include a 70-voice chorus, 80-piece 


Will Smith 


orchestra — including six Egyptian 
trumpets — and members of the 
New Jersey Ballet and the New 
Jersey State Opera Young People’s 
Choir. 

“Aida” is about an Ethiopian 
slave woman, her royal mistress’ 
object of affection, creating a tale of 
love transcending class and 
stature 

For more information,call (973) 
623-5775. 


Smith, Murphy to 
join in website 
project 


Will Smith and Eddie Mur- 
phy are in negotiations with 
DreamWorks and Imagine Enter. 
tainment to construct a website 
called Pop.com, which would fea- 
ture five minute vignette with con- 
tent created by and starring the 
two actors. 

The site is expected to launch 
in June and will include one to six- 
minute animated and live shorts, 
games, and pay-per-view pro- 
grams. 


Newark Boys 
Chorus School is 
auditioning 


The Newark Boys Chorus 
School will be auditioning boys for 
September enrollment. There will 
be 16 openings for the fourth grade 
and very limited space for fifth 
grade. If you know a third grader 
who enjoys singing and shows good 
academic potential, the Newark 
Boys Chorus School would like to 
meet him. There are no resident 
requirements and formal singing 
Haining aie encod For mite 
info call (973) 621-8900 to 


“We've touched so many people 
with these songs.” 

Induction comes in the midst of 
a revival of interest in Earth, Wind 
&Fir vintage hits, due largely to 
the popularity of a new radio for- 
mat that specializes in ‘70s soul. 

The band is a consistent con- 
cert draw, particularly last sum 
mer when it toured with Barry 
White. Original members Philip 
Bailey, Ralph Johnson and Ver- 
dine White, Maurice’ 
a troupe of 12 other m 
dancers onstage. 


Since 1995, their live perfor- 
mances haven't included Maurice ` 


White, the band’s primary writer 
and producer. It was said that 
White, 58, wanted off the road after 
35 years. 

By that time, he was already 
feeling symptoms of Parkinson's 
Disease. It’s a mild ept 
under control with et a 
that primarily causes his 
hand to shake. White figured the 
rigors of frequent travel would hurt 
efforts to keep the disease in check. 

Parkinson’s affects an estimat- 
ed half million Americans. Other 
well-known people suffering from 
the disease include Pope Jol 
Il, actor Michael J. Fox and 
Muhammad Ali. 

Symptoms include trembling 
and impaired balance, which grow 
worse over time 

“Tt took a long while for it to get 
to the state that it has grown to,” 


Prince, Mary, 


Prince was honored with the “Artist 


Maurice White, as he appeared with 
Earth, Wind, & Fire in his heydey. 


White said. 

He is still able to write and 
produce for the band, and he’s hard 
at work on their 23rd album. 


DMX, honored 


Photo courtesy of Arista 
Decade” Soul Train Music Award. 


“Tm not going anyplace,” he 
said. “Not anytime soon.” 

“My doctors never told me to 
get off the road. It was always my 
decision.” 

e hopes he can help raise 
awareness about the disease, and 
it started with Monday’s induction 
ceremon; 

“TI probably talk about it very 
briefly,” he said. “The whole objec- 
tive of being there is the tribute to 
the band, it’s not my personal prob- 
lems. Talking about the music is 
the most important thing.” 

White's singing partner 
through the years, Bailey, expects 
that the achievement of getting 
into the Hall of Fame won't hit him 
until he arrives in New York. 

“We really would like to have 
ourselves have more success today, 
and we're taking steps to make 
that the case,” Bailey said. 

“When you're in your own 
mode and you're going forward, it’s 
hard to look back. Maybe I will be 
able to later on.” 

Nothing annoys Earth, Wind & 
Fire members more than when 
people seem surprised they're still 
together, or suggest they make 
new records. After a four-year hia- 
tus in the mid-1980s, they've been 

working — and recording — 
steadily since 1987 

“People say that so much that 
you really have to put it away in 
terms of your own sensitivity to it,” 
Bailey said. “For a long time, it was 


a sensitive issue.” 

Earth, Wind & Fire has found 
it next to impossible to convince 
radio stations to play their new 
music. Jammin’ oldies stations are 
fine — they keep the music alive — 
but they're not interested in any- 
thing new. 

“That’s pretty frustrating,” Bai- 
ley said. “ 
muster up the courage and 
titude to get back into the studio 
and do it again.” 

Earth, Wind & Fire hopes to 
take a lesson from Carlos Santana: 

His multi-platinum album 
probably wouldn't have gotten a 
chance on radio stations if it wasn’t 
for the participation of Rob 
‘Thomas, Lauryn Hill, Eric Clapton 
and others, Bailey said. 

So Earth, Wind &Fire is work- 
ing with Wyclef Jean, Eric Benet 
and others they won't name yet. 
Coupled with the Hall of Fame 
induction and the band’s upcoming 
30th anniversary, they hope it will 
attract attention. 

“If you have Wyclef, if you have 
Rob Thomas or some of these peo- 
ple, then you can get on the radio 
and connect,” Bailey said. 

He concedes that’s a delicate 
balancing act. 

“Tf in fact you work with some 
of these people and you lose your- 
self in it — whether it’s a success or 
not a success — you kind of lose,” 
he said. 


at Soul Train Music Awards 


By Cadonna M. Peyton 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Prince 
took top honors along with Whit- 
ney Houston for the rare “artist of 
the decade” awards at the annual 
Soul Train Music Awards on Sat- 


ay. 

The female trio TLC took home 
two awards for best rhythm ‘n’ 
blues group for their frank put- 
down of men, No Scrubs,” and 
best R&B/soul album for “Fan- 
mail.” The dynamic group also 
nabbed two Grammy awards last 
month. 

Lisa “Left Eye” Lopes, the co- 
host of the show, was the only one 
present to accept the award ae 
TLC. She used most of her 
tance speech to thank her famil 

“To my brother who takes it 
much too personal when they don’t 
play the rap version on the radio 
and my mother who's always there 
when I need her,” Lopes said. 

Mary J. Blige, who won best 
R&B female album, was named for 
the Sammy Davis Jr. Award for 
female “Entertainer of the Year.” 
‘The male designee was multi-plat- 
inum selling hip-hop star DMX. 

Blige mentioned that minori- 
ties have struggled for recognition. 

“It feels really good because 
this is a really big black awards 
show, for black music and black 
people,” she said backstage. “And I 
am the struggle, I am black music 
and I am black people.” 

On stage Blige said she would 
not be here without her fans. 

“It’s because of each and every 
one of y'all that I've lasted 10 years 
and I'm not even out of my 20s,” 


she said. 

“To all the thugs on the streets 
that give Mary love ... to every lit- 
tle girl out there who ever wanted 
a Mary hairdo, thank you.” 

Ginuwine won for best R&B 
male album for his “100% Gin- 
uwine.” 

Prince was singled out for his 
leadership during the decade for 
pioneering a concept of Internet 
distribution of CD releases by 
artists attached to his record label. 

He said the “game” of life is a 
struggle and not everyone will 


xcel. 

“A selected few of us will do 
well, the majority will not,” he said. 
“As a people we're considered a 
minority. There's nothing minor 
about oe ee are the most tal- 
ented peo} 

Whines Houston thanked God 
for her award as well as the indi- 
viduals who worked on the album. 

Houston distinguished herself 
in the 1990s with millions of CD 
sales, while co-starring in movies 
“The Bodyguard,” “The Preacher's 
Wife,” and the television special 
“Cinderella.” 

Other winners included Lau- 
ryn Hill, who reigned at last year’s 
show with three awards. She was 
awarded for her single “Ex-Factor,” 
and male artist Maxwell for his 
song “Fortunate.” 

Neither were present to accept 
their awards. 

The show’s hosts also included 
recording artists Tamia and Eric 
Benet, and Shemar Moore, the 
newest host of the Soul Train TV 
program, which began airing in 
1970. 
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NEW YORK - Moody's Moods. James 
Moody's 75th Birthday bash featuring 
James Moody and a remarkable line- 
up of guest performers. Festivities 
start at 8 p.m. in Avery Fischer Hall 
Tickets: $20, 30, 35,40,45,50. For tur- 
ther information, call Jazz at Lincoin 
Center at (212) 875-5244, Monday 
through Friday from 11 am to 5 p. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 7 


NEW YORK - “Jazz For Young Peo- 
ple”. What is Swing Dancing? Hosted 
by Wynton Marsalis with the LCJO. At 
the Alice Tully Hall, tickets ages 18 and 
under $10,00 Adults $15.00. For fur- 
ther information call Jazz at Lincoln 
Center at (212) 875-5244, from 11 am 
to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 13 


NEW YORK - Cyrus Chestnut & Regi- 
naid Veal, Piano & Bass Duets will be 
appearing at Stanley H. Kaplan Pent- 
house. Tickets $40. For further intor- 
mation, call Jazz at Lincoln Center at 
(212) 875-5244, from 11 a.m. 

Monday through Friday. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 15 


NEW YORK - Duets On the Hudson, 
featuring Andrew Hill & Bobby Hutch- 
erson, piano & vibes; and Sam Rivers 
& Anthony Cole, reeds, piano & per- 
cussion at the Stanley H. Kaplan Pent- 
house. Tickets $40. For further intor- 
mation, call Jazz at Lincoln Center at 
(212) 875-5244, 11 am. to 5 pm. 
Monday through Friday. 


SATURDAY, MAY 6 


NEW YORK - Duets On The Hudson 
featuring Misha Mengelberg & Han 
Bennik, piano & percussion; and Steve 
Lacy & Mal Waldron, soprano saxo- 
phone & piano at the Stanley H 
Kaplan Penthouse. Tickets $40. For 
further information, call Jazz at Lincoln 
Center at (212) 875-5244. 


THURSDAY, MAY 11 


NEW YORK - Jazz On Film: Jitter- 
bug, Jump & Jive. Swing Dance on 
Film. Hosted by Frankie Manning and 
Cynthia Millman, at the Walter Reade 
Theater, tickets $10. For further infor- 
mation, call Jazz at Lincoln Center at 
(212) 875-5244, trom 11 am. to 5 
p-m., Monday through Friday. 
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Don Cheadle’s character learns about self and a new world in ‘Mission to Mars’ 


LOS ANGELES — All works 
of art feature one of three basic 
conflicts: man vs man, man vs 
himself, and man ys nature. 

But in Don Cheadle’s latest 
role as Mission Commander Luke 
Graham in “Mission to Mars,” he 
finds all three in this science fic- 
tion flick about the ill-fated Mars 
One mission. 

“I think what drew me to the 
role of Luke was that he was 
going to change 180 degrees from 
the first time you see him. From 
the beginningof the film to the 
end, he’s an entirely different 
human being and that’s always 
fun for an actor to play — the 
same person but a completely dif- 
ferent aspect of that person, 
pushed as far as you can push it.” 

Graham is the first man on 
Mars and one marooned there. 

“He’s a scientist,” Cheadle 
said, “so the discovery of this 
anomaly is exciting and thrilling, 
but at the same time, he’s seen it 
kill his crew. And he knows it’s 
dangerous — it almost killed 
him. The explorer in him is pas- 
sionate and the scientist is excit- 
ed and the man with the wife and 
child back on Earth is terrified of 
what it all means.” 

The most challenging aspect 
of the role Cheadle said was 
“finding the right line between 
being as mad as the March Hare 
and the scientist whose mind is 
going two million miles an hour 
because he’s discovered some- 
thing that no other human being 
has ever seen. He's the only one 
alive at that point who can tell 
anyone about it, and he’s also 
alone on the planet with that 
thing.” 

Cheadle enjoyed the work he 
did to prepare for Luke 

“It was difficult trying to fig- 
ure out how to prepare myself to 


Don Cheadle 


be an astronaut who gets strand-» 
ed alone on Mars in 2020,” Chea“ 
dle said. “I had to determine what 
would the character be eating for 
a year? What kind of exercise was 
he doing in a third gravity? What 
was his mental state?” 

One of the things Cheadle did 
was spend several nights sleeps 
ing in the Mars One habitat set. 

“I wanted to feel what it 
would be like to be alone in a 
completely foreign environment. 
I didn’t stay there a week, or any- 
thing like that,” he laughs. 

“I just stayed a few nights to 
try and get the feeling of isolation 


and to make the set — if it was 
going to be my home for a year — 
my home for awhile and see how 
I would operate and work and 
where I would run if I thought 
there was trouble? It was helpful 
and more real and visceral than 
an idea might have been. And 
sometimes, it was really scary in 
there.” 

Cheadle was named Best 
Supporting Actor by the Los 
Angeles Film Critics for his 
breakout performance opposite 
Denzel Washington in “Devil ina 
Blue Dress.” 

He received an Emmy Award 


mmy Award winning actors to perform at Montclair State 


-— Emmy Award winners Roscoe Lee Brow; 
e Broken w at Montel: State University’s Memori 
vents of 


are$25: 
Loo $15. Fe more information, telephone (973) 655- Su 12. 


Tickets for seniors, 


and Anthony Zerbe will star in 
Auditorium on March 24 at 7:30 
;, MSU faculty, staff, alum- 


Newark Museum adds three new artists in residence 


NEWARK — The Newark 
Museum has selected thre 
artists for its annual Artists-in- 
ram in the Arts 


Niki Mitchell The New 
Color of Success (Prima Pub- 
lishing) 


Niki Mitchell, known for her 
book, “The Millionaire Next 
Door,” picks up where she left of 
with “The New Color of Suc- 
cess,” which profiles twenty 
young, black entrepreneurs 


mostly under the age of 40 who 
have built million-dollar busi- 
nesses in diverse fields. 

The book includes profiles on 
Robin Petgrave, a helicopter- 
stunt pilot and an Italian wine 
expert Todd Alexander. 


William July II Under- 
standing the Tin Man (Double- 
day) 


A lot of human men long for, 
but don’t know how to make that 
desire a reality, according to 
William July II, and his new 
book examines why some men 
and women are emotionally 
inaccessible. 

In the book, readers will find 
advice and exercises for “Tin 
Men” and their mates. 


prog 
Workshop for Adults, effective 
this month 

They are: Susan Spencer 
Reckford, a fiber artist from 
Short Hills; Charles Meyers, a 
painter from New York City; and 
Leon Wilburn, a sculptor from 
Teaneck. 

Reckford, a Darmouth Col- 
lege graduate with a bachelor’s 
degree in Environmental Stud- 


African Globe 
Studios to host 
Live Poetry 
Workshop 


NEWARK — The House of 
Poetry at African Globe Studios 
is accepting applications for a 
live poetry workshop it will hold 
in May after school. 

The workshop is an opportu- 
nity for high school students 
who are good at writing poetry, 
raps, and rhymes, and who like 
to perform their work on stage, 
to work with professional poets, 
actors, and musicians. 

Those interested in applying 
must send an essay of 100 words 
or more to Margie Shaheed, 
Director of Poetry Programs, 
African Globe Studios on 1028 
Broad Street, Newark, NJ 
07103. For more information, 
call (973) 624-1584. 

The program is funded by 
the Whitney Houston Founda- 
tion for Children, Inc. 


ies, operates her own business 
creating wearable and one-of-a 
kind works in fiber. She has held 
positions with the Environmen- 
tal Defense Fund and Women’s 
World Banking. 

Painter Charles Meyers 
received his MFA from Columbia 
University and completed post- 
graduate work at Cranbrook 
Academy of Art. He has lived and 
traveled in Italy, France, and 
Spain. He has also taught at 
Baruch College, College of New 
Rochelle, and City University of 


Artists Fred Wilson, 


New Yor! 

nior Leon Wilburn was 
recently selected to attend the 
Washington D.C.-based Power of 
Art workshop supported by the 
Robert Rauschenburg Founda- 
tion. He studied in Europe and 

eri¢a, notably at the Corcoran 

hool of Art, the Art Stude 
League of New York, and Fair- 
leigh Dickinson University. He 
has also taught for 15 years in 
the Teaneck Public School Sys- 
tem and currently teaches at the 
Community School in Teaneck. 


Jim Goss to conduct 


gallery tours at Jersey City March 15 


Renowned artists Jim Goss, left, 


F 


Photo courtesy of Touchstone Pictures 


nomination and a Golden Globe 
award for his portrayal of Sammy 
Davis Jr. in HBO's “The Rat 
Pack.” He also earned an Emmy 
nomination for his role in HBO's 
“A Lesson Before Dying,” along 
with Cicely Tyson and Mekhi 
Phifer. 


He also appeared in “Bul- 
worth,” starring Warren Beatty, 
in which he received a NAACP 
Image Award nomination, and 
“Out of Sight,” a Steven Soder- 
bergh-directed adaption of 
Elmore Leonard’s novel, co-star- 
ring George Clooney, Jennifer 

opez, and Ving Rhames. 


Born in Kansas 
souri, Cheadler later relo 
Lincoln, Nebraska and Denver, 
Colorado before moving to Los 
Angeles. He attended the presti- 
gious CalArts in Valencia, Cali- 
fornia where he received his 
Bachelor's Arts degree in Fine 
Arts. 

Cheadle eventually audi- 
tioned for various film and televi- 
sion roles while in school and 

peared in a reoccuring role in 
the 1980s hit “Fame.” 

The actor started appearing 
in a number of films after school, 
including “Hamburger Hill,” 
“Boogie Nights,” with Mark 
Wahlberg and Heather Graham, 
“Volcano,” with Tommy Lee 
Jones, John Singleton’s “Rose- 
wood,” which earned him a 
NAACP Image Award nomina- 
tion, “Colors,” and “Meteor Man,” 
directed by Robert Townsend.” 

Cheadle has also made a 
name for himself in the genre of 
theater, in plays like “The Grapes 
of Wrath,” “Liquid Skin,” at the 
Mixed Blood Theater Min- 
neapolis, and “Cymbeline” at The 
New York Shakespeare Festival. 

Other media Cheadle has bro- 
ken into includes his numerous 
television roles, including his 
two-year role as district attorney 
John Littleton on the television 
series, “Picket Fences.” He also 
graced the small screen in HBO 

s like “Rebound: The Leg- 
Earl ‘The Goat’ Mani- 
irected by Eriq LaSalle. 

In addition to his range as an 
actor, Cheadle is also a musician 
who plays saxophone, writes 
music, and sings. 

He is also currently writing a 
screenplay, and shopping around 
is stage production, “Groomed.” 
He is also preparing to direct a 
movie for Jersey Films. 


Benefit to feature autographed 
sports memorabilia and fine art 


Ze a 1975 


MORRIS TOWNSHIP — A 
Fine Art & Collectibles auction 
will be held on March 18 begin- 
ning at 7:30 p.m. at the Frel- 
inghuysen Arboretum, 53 East 
Hanover Avenue, Morris Town. 
ship, to benefit West Morris com 
munity service projects and the 
National Council of Jewish 


Women, West Morris section, 
who is sponsoring the event. 

The auction will feature 
many autographed sports memo- 
rabilia and a contemporary array 
of fine art representing many 
styles. 

For more information, tele- 
phone (973) 895) 3356. 


City Verse (4 


CityVerse features the works of aspir- 
ing poets and writers. If you have some 
work or know someone who does, send 

‘entries (under 200 words) with your 
full name, peo name, photo (if you 

_ can), favorite weiter and book, aad lit- 
erary goals to: City Verse, 111 Mulber- 
ry Street, Suite 1F, Newark, NJ 07102. 


will give 
gallery tours on March 15 at Jersey City Museum. Goss will show his 
exhibit, “Skin Deep,” from 6 to 7 p.m., and Wilson will show his designs 
of the new railway from 7 to 8 p.m. 


and Fred Wilson, right, 


over the past three years. 


Keep It Real 


By Basheer Jones 


My brothers how do you feel 


To your own people you lie, cheat, steal and kill 


and you tellin’ me to keep it real 


You're out there sellin’ dope and crack 


knockin’ people on there backs 
givin’ your own folks heart attacks 


because you want one thing, a fat stack 


and you're tellin’ me to keep it real 


You think it’s the other man, 
but if you look inside your mind 


it’s your own people kickin’ your behind 
how you gonna fight over land you don’t own 
and your kids using a higher tone, thinkin’ they’re grown 


we think we can turn this around; 


I think it’s a fairytale, all our brothers are in jail 


when we think we can succeed 
somebody tells us that we're gonna 


When you kill a brother, ask his mother how does she feel 
She'll say “my little brother you should: 


Basheer Jones is a 14-year-old poet who has been writing poetry 
“My poetry is about issues that concern me 
and my peers. My poetry give me an opportunity to express my 
feelings about the world today.” Jones lives in Cleveland, Ohio. 


fail 


a kept it real!” 
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Newark Housing Authority dares kids to dream 


By Gilda Rogers 
Staff Writer 


NEWARK — The first black 
governor of Virginia and in the 
United States - Douglas L 
Wilder was a product of Virginia 
Union University. Filmmaker 
Spike Lee and actor Samuel L 
Jackson honed their skills at 
Morehouse College in Atlanta, 
Georgia. With this being said 
then it is no stretch of the imag- 
ination to believe that these his- 
torically black institutions 
played a key role in shaping the 
lives and careers of those consid- 
ered to be of the black elite. 

Like many of the high school 
sophomores and juniors who 
reside 


rich and Andis A from 
humble beginnings. The 
Newark Housing Authority, 
which is sponsoring its second 
Historically Black College Bus 
Tour will make it possible for 
some of the young people who 
board the deluxe motorcoach bus 
at 1 a.m. on April 17 to dream — 
to dream of a world beyond pub- 
lic housing. To dream of a life 
filled with hope and aspiration 
To dream of all the endless pos- 
sibilities. Indeed, the tour is 
designed to be inspiring. 


It was an eye opener for 
them,” aid Delmore 
Washington, assistant chief of 


Family Services. “Jobs you can 
find, careers are hard to come 
by. We try to steer them into 
career fiel 

The tour which will hit the 
campus of Hampton University 
in Virginia, will then move on to 
North Carolina, where Winston 
Salem, Shaw, and Bennett 
Universities will be the focus, 
with the final leg of the tour 
arriving in Atlanta, Georgia, — 
a paradigm of black higher edu- 
cation. The students will visit 
the campuses of Clark, 
Spelman, Morehouse and Morris 
Brown Universities. 

The Housing Authority is 
mindful of including all students 
and not just those at the top of 
their class. According to Gloria 
Currey-Williams, director of 
Family Services, the mission of 
the trip is to encourage stu- 
dents. 

She said, “We're hoping to 
trigger them to take college prep 
courses and to make solid selec- 


tions when picking electives 

any of the students who go 
on the tour have never been 
exposed to college life, especially 


makes the perspective of college 
more real for the kids. 

“They were impressed by 
Atlanta’s Clarke, Morehouse 
and Spelman,” said Washington 
who was one of the chaperones 
on last year’s tour. “We were 
there at lunch time with about 
1,000 black students — no one 
was dressed thug-like. We went 
to Morgan and the guide there 
was from Newark. He was presi- 
dent of the senior class. He could 
relate to them (the high school 
students) and they to him.” 

The Authority was 
impressed with Virginia State 
University because the repre- 
Giek AN from the school made 
commitment to nurture any 
ren who made the decision 
to attend, and to work with them 
in terms of any deficiencies 
including financial ones. 

The tour schedule is intense 
with the kids up and ready to 
roll at 6 a.m — it’s definitely no 
country club tour, considering 
the tour hits nine colleges in four 
days, returning to Newark on 
April 21. Sophomores and 
juniors interested in attending 
this year’s tour must be a resi- 
dent of Nevark Public Housing 
submit a two-page double aided 
essay pertaining to: “The 
Importance of a College 
Education,” and a $25 registra- 
tion fee, which is refundable in 
cash on the day the tour departs 
For additional information con- 
tact Millie Mendez at (973) 430- 
2577. The deadline is approach- 
ing fast - don’t have your dream 
deferred sign up today for The 
Newark Housing Authority’s 
Historically Black College Bus 
Tour! 


Subscribe to 
City News. Call 


Hampton University 


Students pose during last year’s college tour. 


Arts Center 


Te 90 p.m. MEAs. careming 
a Tickets 
$150. VIP Reception & Awards 
S Awa rds Ceremony only 
and infórmation call 
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Bring/mail ads to: 
City News located at 
The Renaissance Towers 
111 Mulberry St., Suite 1F 
Newark, N.J. 07102 


REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
CONSTRUCTION MONITORING 


LEGALS 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
ARCHITECTURAL 


AS NEEDED 2000-2001 


AND SERVICES 


The Housing Authority of the City of Orange is seeking 


The Casino Authority 
(CRDA) is seeking qualifications from firmis for con- 
struction monitoring services, including on-site inspec- 
tion services, as required by the CRDA in Atlantic City, 
NJ and possibly elsewhere, The CRDA may, from time 
to time, solicit specific proposals from firms whose 
qualifications are appropriate for specific projects 


radic, relatively small assignments, normally in Atlantic 
City, NJ. Similar services for major projects are likely 
10 be bid by separate Requests for Proposals. 


PLEASE NOTE the construction monitoring services 
required by CRDA are not to be confused with con 
struction "management" services. The services 
required by CRDA are limited to monitoring of con- 
struction projects, as typically needed by a construc: 
tion lender. Such services may include services such 
as but not limited to (1) attending meetings with pro- 
ject developers and contractors; (2) collection and 
review of contract documents, specifications, draw- 
ings, budgets, applicable laws, and other documenta- 
tion; (3) review of invoices and recommendation of 
payments; (4) review of change orders; (5) auditing all 
stages of the construction project, and periodic reports 
on the status of the project, budget and schedule; (6) 
periodic on-site inspections to monitor the amount and 
quality of construction completed and to verify the pro- 
prioty of all requests for payment; (7) final inspection 
of the project and issuance of an audit and final com- 
pletion report certifying that the work has been com- 


‘major construction disputes which would impact the 
CRDAs interest, and providing a project summary 
analysis of the actual costs compared to the projected 
costs, and recommending release of any retainage 
held by the CRDA. From time to time assignments 
may also involve (1) construction scheduling: (2) build- 
ing/site evaluation: (3) cost estimating: (4) value engi- 
neering, 

In selecting the most highly-qualified professional firm 
with which to contract for these services, the CRDA 
shall consider the following criteria 

1, The experience and qualifications of the firm and 
designated project team in providing construction 
‘monitoring services on projects of similar size and 
complexity in Atlantic City (or other municipality where 
the project is located), 

2 The experience and capability of the firm and des- 
ignated project team in respect to any special tech- 
nologies, techniques, or expertise the project may 
require; 

3. The past performance of the firm, 

if awarded a contract, your company/tirm will be 
Tequired to comply with the requirements of PL. 1975, 
©. 127 (N.J.AC. 17:27) (Law Against Discrimination in 
Public Contracts). The contract shall be between the 
ICRDA and the Consultant, and shall be acceptable in 
form and content to the CRDA. 

Please send your qualifications to: 


Kenneth Reese, Project Development Officer 
Casino Reinvestment Development Authority 
1014 Atlantic Avenue 
Atlantic City, NJ 08401 
609-347-0500 

$163.18 


UNFURNISHED APTS FOR RENT 


PISCATAWAY 


ONE BEDROOM 
from $795 


TWO BEDROOM 
TOWNHOUSE 
“newly renovated* 


$1,175 


Pleasant View Gardens 
262 Carlton Ave 
DAILY 9:30am-5:30pm 


TEL: 732-968-6348 
FAX: (732) 988-8970 


PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD HERE 


13 WKS - $370.00 
26 WKS - $702.00 
39 WKS - $994.00 
52 WKS - $1,248.00 


SIZE: 3-1/4” X 2” 


Call: 973-642-4400 


architectural and engineering firm 
(AE) to provide professional services for the imple- 
mentation of work items included in the 1999 
Comprehensive Grant Program (CGP) as follows: 

1. NU25-1 (4 buildings) and NJ 25-2 (4 buildings) 
upgrade elevators, Budget Amount $400,000.00. 
Interested AE firms are invited to contact Harold A. 
Phipps, Executive Director, at (973) 677-4553 if there 
aré any questions on construction intent. 
Specifications can be obtained at the Administrative 
Office of the Housing Authority of the City of Orange, 
340 Thomas Boulevard, Orange, New Jersey during 
regular business hours or can be mailed by calling 
(973) 677-4553. 


Two (2) copies of proposals must be submitted no 
later than 3 p.m. on April 10, 2000. 
Harold A. Phipps, M.B.A. 
Executive Director 
$57.08 


PLACE YOUR 


*LEGAL ADS 


*BIDS 


ePUBLIC 
NOTICES 


REQUESTS for 


PROPOSALS 


*MEETING 


SCHEDULES 


in our LEGAL SECTION 


fax to: 973-642-5444 


The Passaic Housing Authority is seeking an experi- 
enced Superintendent with experience in plumbing, 
electrical work, carpentry, grounds maintenance, 


vided by the Housing Authority. Must have 
Pressure Boiler License. Must own automobil 
valid Driver's License, and use automobile for travel 
and pick up. Salary based on exper. If interested, call 
Sandra Ortiz for an application (973) 365-6330. 
Deadline 3/26/00. 


Low 


Equal Opportunity Employer 


-31 Papetti Pi 
Elizabeth 


Airborne Express, a leading air express service, cur- 
rently has several permanent part-time shifts at our 
Elizabeth location. 


* 5 openings - 3:30 - 8:30 am shift 
* 3 openings - 4:30 - 9:30am shift 

* 5 openings - 3:00 - 8:00pm shift 

+ 8 openings - 8:00pm - 1:00am shift 

Qualified candidates will be energetic, motivated, 
quick-learners. You must be 21 of age and have a CDL 
(Class A, B or C). We offer health/dentaWvision insur- 
ance, sick days and vacation. Pre-employment drug 
screening and background check required 

1f you are unable to attend our Open House, please 
call (888) 535-JOBS. Equal Opportunity Employer. 


Airborne Express 
Overnight heroes. 


ADVERTISE!!! 
increase your 
BOTTOM LINE!!! 


LEGALS 


CLASSIFIED/LEGALS 
LEGALS 


NEW JERSEY TRANSIT CORPORATION 
FISCAL YEAR 2000 REQUEST FOR FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
DER 
THE TRANSPORTATION EQUITY ACT FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 


The New Jersey Transit Corporation (NJ TRANSIT), under provisions of the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st 
Century (TEA-21), gives notice of its intent to apply for $158.84 million under 49 U.S.C. Section 5307 for operating, 


capital, , $205.41 milion for 


Commute Program authorized by TEA-21 


tion 5309, $2.12 million under Section 


5310 for transportation, services for senior citizens and persons with disabilities, and $2.38 million under Section 
5311 for transportation in rural areas. It is also NJ TRANSIT's 
Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program funds and $2.00 milion under the Job Access and Reverse 


intent to apply for $10.00 million of Congestion 


Pre t 


Bridge Rehabilitation 
Track Riehabiltation/Improvements 


Rail Support Facilities Improvements 
Rolling Stock Overhaul 
Rail Preventive Maintenance 


Project 
Purchase Buses 


West Renton Rail Line Study 
Newark-Bjizabeth Rail Link Construction 
Trans-Hudson Midtown Corridor Study 
Newark Intermodal Improvements 


Pre t 

Railroad interlocking Improvements 
Montclair Cénnection Construction 
Bus Emission Control 


INTERNS 


Full-time students with a 2.5 
G.P.A. and excellent communica- 
tions skills who are interested in 
developing work experience send 
your resume to; City News, 111 
Mulberry Street, Suite 1F, Newark, 
NJ 07102 or fax to: (973) 642- 
5444. 

You will have the opportunity to 
learn hands-on experience in 
Microsoft Word; Adobe 
Photoshop, Act 3.0, QuarkXPress, 
xeroxing, faxing, scanning, filing, 
sorting, making phone calls. Some 
internships are paid. 


Editorial Assista 


Newark, NJ — Must possess good 
writing & editing skills. Must be 
proficient in Quark Express, 
Photoshop & Illustrator. Must be 
able‘ to clean copy, scan text & 
photos, pagination & design abili- 
ty. Must be multi-task oriented, 
have great organizational skills 
and have a solid work history. 
References required. 

Salary: Commensurate with skills. 
Mail or fax your resume to: City 
News Publishing Co., 111 
Mulberry St., Suite IF, Newark, 
NJ Fax: 973-642-5444 


funds will required with 
ients in conformance with Federal and State guidelines. NJ TRANSIT intends to provide the non-Federal share of 
capital projects through credit for toll revenues and State funds committed to Urban Core projects as allowed by 
TEA-21. The Fiscal Year 2000 program is described below. 


Signals and Communication/Electric Traction Upgrades 


South Amboy Intermodal Transportation Initiative 


Hudson-Bergen Light Rail Transit System Construction 


by the State of New Jersey and local recip- 


Proposed Section 5307 Formula Operating and Capital Program 
(in Millions of Dollars) 


Project Federal 
Operating Assistance 0.42 
Morrisville Yard Improvements 15.57 
Rail Preventive Maintenance 41.30 
Hoboken Yard Rehabilitation 8.19 
Newark Penn Station Improvements 2.80 
Newark Broad Street Station Improvements 4.10 
Bus Preventive Maintenance 59.94 
Penn Station, New York Improvements. 1.00 
Newark-Elizabeth Rail Link Construction 4.08 
Leases 846 
Purchas Automatic Passenger Counters 3.20 
Purchas® Light Rail Vehicles 6.06 
Miscellafteous Bus Support Facilities and Equipment 0.19 
Newark City Subway Station Improvements -amr 
f Total 159.02 


Proposed Section 5309 Fixed Guideway Modernization Formula Program 
(in Millions of Dollars) 


Total 


Proposed Section 5309 New Start Bus Programs 
(in Millions of Dollars) 


Total 


Proposed Section 149 Congestion Mitigation 
and Air Quality Improvement Program 
(in Millions of Dollars) 


City News 

is looking for 
Freelance Writers 
& Photographers 


fax your resume to 
973-642-5444 
DISTRIBUTORS WANTED 


New Jersey's 


leading African- 
American newspaper is looking for 
some individuals to join our team. 


Distribution available throughout New 
Jersey. Must be dependable and have 
reliable car. Must possess a 
current/valid drivers license. 

For more information 

call (973) 642-4400 


LEGALS 


Fax legals to: 
973-642-5444 
24 hours a day 


A Property Acquisition/Environmental, Economic, 
and Social Aspects 
Any propery acquisition or relocation that may b 


appropriate provisions of the 


and regulations, interim findings may be presented 
a future public hearing and further public comment will 
be solicited. Prior to the implementation of any of tha 
projects and to the extent required, NJ TRANSIT may 
prepare an Environmental Assessment or 
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to Federal 
regulations. The availability of this document will be 


National Register of Historic Places. 


8. Comprehensive Planning 


NJ TRANSIT projects are developed in coordination 
with the following planning organizations: The North 
Jersey Transportation Planning Authority, which is the 
designated Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) for the Northeast New Jersey urbanized area 
the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
which is the designated MPO for Camden, Mercer. 
Burlington, and Gloucester counties; and the South 
Jersey Transportation Planning Organization, which is 
the designated MPO for Cumberland, Salem, Atlant 
and Cape May counties. The MPOs are the forums for 
local decision-making concerning the proposed pro 
jects. The projects are developed in consultation wit 
local elected officials, interested citizens, and 
providers of private bus services, 


C. Private Enterprise Participation 


Through the comprehensive planning process admin: 


TRANSIT continues to discuss with private carriers 
their participation in the capital program. In addition, 
NJ TRANSIT encourages, to the maximum extent 
possible, the participation of the privat 
development and implementation of put 
tion in the State of New Jersey. 


D. Senior Citizens and Persons with Disabilities 


Services to be provided will be consistent with NJ 
TRANSIT's program of reduced interstate and 
intrastate rail and bus fares for senior citizens and per- 
sons with disabilities. Every reasonable effort will be 
made to plan and design program elements involving 
facilities generally available to the public with careful 
consideration of the special needs of senior citizens 
and persons with disabilities. 

E. Public Input 

NJ TRANSIT invites public comments on the above 
projects and its performance, Written comments 
andor requests for a public hearing may be sent to 
Abert R. Hasbrouck, Senior Director of Corporate 
‘Affairs, NJ TRANSIT, One Penn Plaza East, Newark 
New Jersey 07105-2246 by March 20, 2000. Based 
on comments received in response to this notice and 
information made available, NJ TRANSIT may modify 
the above program before final submission to th 

Federal Transit Administration and wil make a deter 
‘mination, pursuant to FTA regulations, as to whether a 
public hearing is in order. The above list of prop 
projects will become the final list of projects unie 
notification is given in the same manner as this publi 
notice. 


Jeffrey A. Warshi 
Executive Director 
New Jersey Transit Corporation 


READ 
City 
News 


Looking for some real go-getters who are ready tc 
excel with a dynamic weekly newspaper! Minimum 3 
yrs. sales exp., computer skills, excellent communica: 
tion skills, great organizational skills, solid work histo 
ty &own transportation are req. Ref. req. Salary 
Base+commission, Send or fax your rasume to 
News Publishing Co., 111 Mulberry St., Suite 1F 
Newark, NJ 07102 Fax # (973) 642-5444 


Newark—Layout & graphic design of weekly & month 
ly newspaper. Must be very knowledgeable of layout 
design, proficient in Quark Express, Photoshop & 
ilustrator. Must have scanner exp. for text & photos 
editing skills, multi-task oriented, able to meat dead 
lines & have great organizational skills & have a solid 
jur resume to: City News 
Publishing Co., 111 Mulberry St., Suite 1F, Newark, NJ 
Fax (973) 642-5444 


PRODUCTION ASSISTANT 


Newark, NJ - To assist production in 
scanning & editing type, includes 
some layout & telephone work. Must 
have great organizational & computer 
skills, to meet deadlines & multi-task 
oriented. Immediate opening. Salary: 
Commensurate with skills. Send or fax 
your resume to: City News Publishing 
Co., 111 Mulberry St., Suite 1F, 
Newark, NJ 07102 Fax (973) 642- 
5444 


Cıty News B8 


City Sports 


Jets shop 
Johnson 


By the time you read this col- 
umn, there is a very good chance 
that the Jets mayhave already 
discarded its superstar wide- 
receiver Keyshawn Johnson. If 
this is indeed the case, then I 
can offer no better anecdotal evi- 
dence explaining why the Jets 
are destined to under achieve. 

Now I've heard all the argu- 
ments in favor of why moving 
Johnson would not be a particu- 
larly bad deal (e.g., you can’t 
build a team around a receiver, 
can circumvent an imminent 
outrageous salary demand, etc.) 
but its all a bunch of bull. John- 
son may not be extraordinarily 
fast or quick, and he may not 
possess the athletic gifts of a 
dy Moss, but Johnson, in 
many respects provides the long 
suffering Jets franchise with its 
organizational self-esteem. 

the Jets have long been a 
team which was sorely in need of 
believers in the locker room, the 
front office, and among its fans. 
Keyshawn gave the Jets a rea- 
son to talk trash again. Johnson- 
provided the Jets with a much 
needed swagger which in a very 
real sense, manifested on game 
days as a form of confidence not 
seen around Gang Green for- 
some time. 

Before, the Jets or Director 
of Football Operations Bill Par- 
cells pulls the trigger on this 
mega deal, all concerned parties 
on the Jets end need to strongly 
consider who will fill the confi- 
dence void which will surely 
emerge if Johnson is traded. 
Hopefully, the Jets will wake up 
before they pull the trigger and 
cause a serious self-inflicted 
wound to its future prospects. 

Playing for Keeps: 
Stephon Marbury Carries 
Nets into Second Half of the 
Season 
Hopefully, Stephon’s Mar- 
bury’s critics and the NBA 
coaches that decided to ie 
Starbury off the NBA all-star 
team are taking notice of his 
play. Clearly, no other point 
guard is enjoying the type of sec- 
ond-half of the year which Mar- 
bury is having. If the Nets man- 
age to squeak into the playoffs, 
expect Marbury toserve some 
healthy portions of cold revenge. 


Hall of famer 
Greg Grant 
is named 
ShoreCats 
head coach 


LONG BRANCH —Tren- 
ton High School Hall of 
Famer, Greg Grant has been 
named the new head coach of 
the New Jersey ShoreCats 
Grant steps into the post once 
occupied by basketball legend 
Rick Barry 

Grant was named the best 
Division III player in state 
history by the New Jersey Col- 
lege Basketball Writers Asso- 
ciation He scored a state- 
record of 2,611 points during 
his career at Trenton State 
College (now the College of 
New Jersey) 

e enjoyed six-years in 
the NBA with Phoenix, New 
York, Charlotte and Philadel- 
phia. He brings his experience 
with the Trenton Stars of the 
IBL where he was an assistant 
coach and then head coach. 

Grant, who brings tremen- 
dous work ethics to the 
ShorecCats — which will enter 
its third-season vows to put a 
team on the floor that will 
work hard and come to play 
everynight. 

Saint Barnabas Health 
Care System in conjunction 
with Monmouth Medical Cen- 
ter and Kimball Medicall Cen- 
ter, is the official Health Care 
System for the ShoreCats. 


‘Beisbol Behind the Veil:’ 


The Latin 


Baseball Players in the Negro Leagues 


exciting, historical exhibit, 
Beisbol Behind the Veil: Latino 
Baseball Players in the Negro 
Leagues will open with a recep- 
tion to be held on March 19, 
from 1-4 p.m., at the Naval 
Reserve Center Gymnasium on 
Front Street in Perth Amboy 
The exhibit is presened by the 
Middlesex County Cultural 
Heritage Commission, the City 
of Perth Amboy and the 
NAACP-Metuchen-Edison 
Areaa Branch. 


Latinos have been honored 
among the immortals at Cop- 
pertown as integral to the histo- 
ry of the “national pastime.” 
But, it wasn’t always that way. 
During the first half of the cen- 
tury, the majority of Latin 
American players were exclud- 
ed fromt he major leagues, 
obscured by the veil of preju- 
dice. Along with African Ameri- 
can, they were barred because 
of the color of their skin. 

As a result, for over forty 
years Latin American athletes 


Ernest Olius: ECC’s 
all star scoring leader 


NEWARK —  Hillside’s 
Ernest Olius has capped off a 
stellar career at Essex County 
College by being 
named to the 
National Soccer 
Coaches Associa. 
tio of 
AmericalA didi 
soccer All-Ameri- 
can team for two- 


thing 


side for the past 
five years. “Sure I 


14-5 in 1999 and 

sixth place fin: L 
ish in tha Nation- Ernest Olius 
al Junior College 
Athletic Association soccer tour- 
nament. The Wolverines lost a 
heartbreaking 2-1 decision in the 
first round to Bryant Stratton 
College of Syracuse, before 
defeating Georgia Perimeter and 
losing to Belleville (Illinois) Col- 
lege to finish sixth in the eight 
team field. 
Olius has also earned first 
team All-Region 19 honors in the 
two years he played at ECC. He 
scored 14 goals and had 17 
as this past season. 
In addition to his penchant 
for scoring, Olius also takes 
great pride in his defense. 


“This is an honor for both 
Earnest and the college. Over 
the two seasons he played for 


: I saw 
Earnest grow 
into a much 


more disciplined 


him to continue 

his education 

and soccer devel- 
opment at the 
| collegiate level.” 
That is pre- 
cisely what the 
23-year-old crim- 
inal 
major intends to 
do. Olius is plan- 


through several 
schools. 


He began 
playing soccer in 
Haiti as a young boy. 

His overall skills enabled 
him to play as a teen in Division 
II, a mid-range division, in that 
island nation. 

“I graduated from high 


and I felt I should come to the 
Untied States to continue my 
education,” Olius explained. 

“I initially took classes at 
Hillside High School to improve 
my classroom skills.” 

He initially enrolled at ECC 
in the fall of 1997 to further 
boost his English before joining 
the soccer team in 1998. 


Photo courtesy National Baseball Library & Archive, Cooperstown, New York 
The famed Newark Eagles is one of many teams in the Negro League that attracted Latin Players. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — An 


competed and excelled in the 
Negro Leagues 

‘At 1:30 p.m., Todd Bolton, 
the curator of the exhibit, will 
present a lecture on the exhibit 
contents and historical signifi- 
cance. 

Several former players will 
also be on hand to answer ques- 
tions and visit with fans. The 
exhibit will continue to be open 
to the public through April 30. 
Hours are Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday, from 5-8 p.m. 
and Sunday, from 1-6 p.m. 


This exhibit follows Latin 
American players from the 
early days of barnstorming 
teams, through the decades of 
Negro League baseball. High- 
lighted are many of the great 
Latin American athletes and 
the Negro League records that 
they hold. Admission is free, 
however you must register for 
the opening reception. 

For additional information 
or to register call the Middlesex 
County Cultural and Heritage 
Commission at (732) 745-3888. 


March 15 — March 21, 2000 


The Garden State 
Yankees baseball team 


The Garden State Yankees 
baseball team is in need of 
players 19 and up to play ina 
wood bat Sunday double head- 
er league. The team will play 
in tournaments and play in 
pro stadiums. 

Please call 1-800-280-6569 


The new mustangs 


The new mustang compet- 
itive baseball team is now 
holding tryouts for competi- 
tive spring, summer and fall 
for wood bat national tourna- 
ments.. This club prefers play- 
ers with college and former 
professional experience.. We 
need coaches too.! Please call 
John 908-231-6919 


The Ten Star All Star 
Basketball Camp. 


Applications are now 
being evaluated by The Ten 
Star All Star Basketball 

‘amp. 

Boys and girls ages 7 - 19 
can apply. Players are select- 
ed by invitation only. Past 
participants include : Michael 
Jordan, Vince Carter, Jerry 
Stackhouse Grant Hill Bobby 
Hurley, Christian Laettner. 
Camp locations include: 
Rochester, NY, Riverside, CA, 
Babson Park,FL, Atlanta, GA 
, Champaign; IL , Fort Wayne 
ha , Atchison , KS,George- 

North field , MN 
ile Basketball Scholarships 
are possible for the most 
advanced players. For an eval- 
uation form call ( 704) 372- 
8610 


justice 
s} k 


school in Haiti, but my mother, 


Join the team. 
City News 
wants 
Sports Writers 
call (973) 642 - 4400 
for details. 


We’re in a New-ark 
state of mind 
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